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Barber Memorial Building 
 
The Barber Memorial Building houses the Avon Free Library, an organization that had early 
beginnings in 1805, and by 1919 was established as the first free library in Livingston 
County. 

 
Aaron Barber III (1836 – 1925), a prominent Avon resident1, 
took great interest in the library. As the need for space grew, he 
offered rental space in the Boorman House at 143 Genesee Street 
in the village of Avon (present site of the Barber Memorial 
Building), which he owned at the time. When Aaron Barber died 
in 1925, he left $45,000 in his will to build a new library on the 
site of the Boorman House, and also an endowment of $15,000 
to maintain the building. 
 
Designing the Georgian Revival style building began in 1926 with 
the Rochester architecture firm Arnold & Stern, who had also 
designed the Pittsford Library, Leroy Library, and the Hiram 

Sibley Building in Rochester.  Local builder Fred Davis was 
contracted to construct the one story rectangular brick building. On September 15, 1927 
Miss Pierpont, one of the original members of the Library Board, laid the cornerstone of the 
new building which held an airtight box containing a photograph of the Aaron Barber, coins, 
stamps, and other historical papers.2 
 

 
 Construction of the Barber Memorial Building at 143 Genesee Street, 1927  
 Source: Town of Avon Historian Maureen Kingston 

Aaron Barber III 
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The official opening of the Barber Memorial Building was April 12, 1928. 
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Source: Town of Avon Historian Maureen Kingston 
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Architectural features include a pargeted foundation and a gable roof. Located at the eaves 
beneath the Vermont slate roof are classic dentils. The primary windows are tall, double-
hung sash with multi-light glazing, rectangular wooden panels at their bases, and round-
arched transoms above. The corners of the building are accentuated by brick quoins. The 
main entrance features Roman Ionic columns and a triangular pediment above. 
 

Barber Memorial Building, postcard, circa 1942   
Source: Avon Preservation and Historical Society 
 
 
Improvements to the building, including a handicap entrance and interior improvements 
were completed between 1999 and 2004. The scale, design, materials, setting and association 
makes the Avon Free Library building an important visual and architectural landmark in the 
community.3 Honoring its historic significance, the Barber Memorial Building was listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places in 2008.  
 
-APHS member, Clara Mulligan 
  March 2016 
                                                
1 See “Aaron Barber” at www.avonpreservation.org, “Significant People” 
2 The History of the Avon Free Library, Henrietta S. Cushing 
3 Building-Structure Inventory Form, 1997, NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation 


