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Littleville was a busy place as Lottie (Charlotte) grew up. She well 
remembered people in the area. The Knowles family was very prominent and 
Lottie said they were quite an aristocratic family. She told about the 
Dutchers who came from Kansas. Mr. Dutcher had a covered wagon pulled by a 
team of mules and peddled such things as needles and thread. 

During the years that Mary Louise and Billy were growing up, the family 
lived on Lacy Street. Mary Louise was a classmate and friend of a girl 
living on East Main Street. The father of the friend had just died, 1930, 
and Mrs. Credit held a small birthday party for the ten-year old girl. 
Mrs. Credit was always such a sweet, thoughtful person. 

Biographer: Jean Downing Batzing 
Source: AP&HS Cassette Tape 10/15/83 

 

 
“Lottie” Credit occupies a very special place in Avon’s history, being 
the first person to be interviewed for the “Oral History Project”. That 
was 1983 when she was ninety-one years old. What a beautiful memory she 
had! 
 
Lottie was an Episcopalian and in 1911 was a member of the newly 
organized “Young Women’s Guild”. She was listed as Miss Harman. Imagine 
weekly meetings set for 2:30 PM Fridays. That was changed in 1914 to 
monthly meetings. Fifty-two names are listed in the Guild. At the time 
Rev. Leona Irsch was Rector of Zion, 1984-1990, sermons were taped and 
delivered to those unable to attend church.  Sharing a tape with Lottie 
Credit was always a joy. She could entertain with stories enhanced by 
her wit and keen sense of humor. There is a stained glass window at 
Zion dedicated to members of the LaPlante family. Asked about the 
LaPlantes, Mrs. Credit gave a detailed account of the family, even to 
the location of their graves in the Avon Cemetery. 
 
Her father, Jeremiah Harman was eight years old when he came from 
England with her grandfather. She recalled her father telling .. 
“There’s a sailor swearing taking those 3 chests off the boat.” There 
were three heavy oak chests with no straps for handles. Wooden pegs 
were used on the chests as there were no nails at that time. Her father 
attended school on Linden St. Lottie told how Grandma Harman had made a 
suit for Jeremiah to wear to school. The boys, however, made fun of the 



suit as the boys didn’t wear them to school and his was torn by the 
boys. When her father Jeremiah lived in Buffalo he was chauffeur for 
President Fillmore. 
 
Jeremiah married Mary Sweeney and they had eight children; Bertha, 
Charlotte, Will, Henry, Kate, Louise, Blanche, and Nate. Kate died at 
sixteen years of age of Tuberculosis and Bertha, age eight, drowned in 
Wadsworth Pond. The accident happened during school recess. Bertha and 
a friend had gone to pick roses on the bank to take to her father as it 
was his birthday. She leaned over too far and ...“when they found her 
she had the roots of the roses right in her hand… ” That was an awful 
blow to my father and mother. Mrs. Wadsworth was very fond of Bertha. 
She would stop her horse and talk with her. “And when she died she had 
her grave lined with roses.” Bertha was buried in the Littleville 
Cemetery next to the schoolhouse. The Avon Boy Scouts now use the 
schoolhouse in 2008. 
 
Lottie married Harold John Credit and they had two children, Mary 
Louise and William Harman. Her husband, better known as Harry, was an 
electrical engineer on the Avon Erie Railroad. Over the years, Lottie 
lived in various places. Her father bought the Cascade Hotel in 
Portageville, NY, later sold it and then came to Littleville. There he 
bought a farm from Horace Clark. Lottie told the story that her Father 
was detained with his farm chores one Sunday morning. He drove his 
horse and buggy to church arriving late. It was quite an embarrassment 
to Lottie walking in late, and then being reprimanded by the priest. 
That is when she became an Episcopalian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This tape is being done for the Avon Historical Society. Person 
being interviewed is Lottie Credit. This tape was done on 
October 15, 1983. 

Interviewers: Kay Clark and Maureen Kingston 

 

MAUREEN: You said that your family had an interesting voyage 
to this country. 

LOTTIE:Yes. 

MAUREEN: Could you tell us about that a little bit? 

LOTTIE: Well, they said that they were 5 weeks on the water on a  
   sailing boat.  

MAUREEN: Where did they come from--which port? 

LOTTIE: Southhampton, I think it was. I'm quite sure.  

KAY: Where did they live? 

LOTTIE: They lived in Cranbooke, Kent County in England, and Grandpa 
Harmon's father had a brickyard there. He employed his other 
sons, but William Harmon, that was my grandfather, he decided 
he wanted to come to America and he had 4 children at the time 
and they came and they landed over in Canawaugus. That was 
where the canal was, you know, and an uncle who had come over 
ahead of time met them there, and we don't know, it was an 
uncle James, a great uncle James, and we don't have any of 
our family living now that can remember what happened to him, 
whether he was married or anything about him. 

KAY: Where did they connect with the canal on the East Coast? 

LOTTIE: At New York, and then came through, I suppose, Syracuse, 
wouldn't they, and down to Rochester. You see the canal 
went through Fowlerville. 

KAY: There's somebody making a study of that canal now in Geneseo. 

LOTTIE: Aunt Harriett married a man who had a tavern on the canal. 
Esther Bogue. 

KAY: They lived in Fowlerville? 

LOTTIE: Yes, he bought a house later in Fowlerville and they 
lived there probably about 90 years. 

KAY: Who were the children who came? 



LOTTIE: He had three sons and it was the Civil War--at the time of 
    the Civil War--and the three of them went and one came back. 

MAUREEN: Three sons went to the war and one came back? 

LOTTIE: And he hadn't been injured at all, but the other two were  
    killed. 

MAUREEN: When they came up the canal to Canawaugus, had they already 
     decided where to settle here? Had they made arrangements for  
     land, etc.? 

LOTTIE: He made arrangements.  

MAUREEN: Where did they come? 

LOTTIE: Well, you know Strasenburgh's place. There was a family in 
there by the name of Wadsworth. No relation to these 
Wadsworth's. 

MAUREEN: I think that was "Gad" Wadsworth. 

LOTTIE: Probably. And they had an apartment there for a while and  
   later they moved--you know where John Gallagher lived--a young  
   man by the name of Whisker bought the place and did it all over. 

KAY: Where's that? 

LOTTIE: I think Aunt Louise was born there near the railroad 
track. As we go up town it would be on the right - no on the 
left. 

MAUREEN: So it would be right here along Littleville Road, near the 
railroad tracks. 

LOTTIE: It's on Littleville Road. KAY: Is it still there? 

LOTTIE: Oh yes. 

MAUREEN: Is that the one Louie Lee lives in now? Would it be that 
little house right on the corner of Jones Lane? 

LOTTIE: No, it's on the other side. It's very old. It was a 
white house at one time. 

KAY: Do you know where the people built the house on Credit's Hill?  

LOTTIE: Yes. 

KAY: It must be this way from Credit's Hill. 

LOTTIE: Not this way--it's the other way. It's before you get to 
the tracks on the other side. 

MAUREEN: It's right up behind the cemetery. 



LOTTIE: I was going the wrong way. They lived there for a while and 
they lived somewhere in the county. I can't tell you where 
and then when my father was still in his 20's, well, long 
before that, he went to Buffalo and he drove for the 
president. Who was the president, oh, Fillmore, a coachman. 
He was a young man and I don't know how he happened to get the 
job or anything. Then he went on to Detroit and then to 
Chicago and while there, he was in the Chicago fire. 

KAY: Now, this was your dad? Pat was his name?  
 
LOTTIE: Jeramiah--they called him Jerry. 

MAUREEN: Jeramiah Harmon. 

LOTTIE: And a champion-a boxer from Australia. He was the world's 
light-weight boxer, and my father used to go to the gym a lot and 
spar. He was good at boxing and he asked him out to the gym and 
he asked the head man if he would give him one of his--one of his 
who attended there--the best one he had to spar with because he 
wanted to practice. And he picked my father. There was a Mr. 
O'Neil who lived in Avon and he was in Chicago right afterwards 
and, of course, they told him at the gym and he came back and told 
everybody about it. He was just practicing. 

KAY: Now, your dad practically brought you children up. I understand 
he baked. Did he bake for you? 

LOTTIE: No, he was a farmer then. He sold the hotel and we lived 
across the river--the pond--and he bought that land from Horace 
Clark. 

KAY: That was Relly's grandfather. 

LOTTIE: He was an old settler here. The Clark's were around 
Littleville. There was one who was a Miller, and then while my 
father was in his late 20's he bought this place here. It was not 
an old house, but it wasn't new. So Kay is going to bring me up 
to Geneseo and we'll find out just how old it is. 

MAUREEN: One of the oldest in Littleville and Littleville is an 
old community. 

KAY: I think it was your mother, Mrs. Preston, who said at one time 
Littleville was larger than Avon. 

LOTTIE: Well, as a girl, I've always heard this, now whether it was 
   true or not, I don't know. But they said this was the town at 
   one time. And when the railroad came the people moved to Avon. 



MAUREEN: I know there was quite an industrial development here so 
I suppose the people would be where they could get the 
services because of the creek going through there was quite 
a power source. 

LOTTIE: You -see, there was two mills. There was the Light Mill and 
then the Clark Mill down by the race. 

KAY: That was Horace's. 

LOTTIE: By the Five Arch. 

KAY: Was that Horace's Mill. Who owned that, Uncle Horace? 

LOTTIE: No, he owned a great lot of property around here but not 
that. Then Mrs. Wadsworth or Mr. Wadsworth bought up a great many 
houses and places around and they never bought the house over 
here, the Clark house. Of course, my father wouldn't sell this 
house. But they bought our farm. 

KAY: Did you live here after your grandparents died?  

LOTTIE: Oh no, we were living over on the farm. 

KAY: I never knew you when you lived over there. 

LOTTIE: Oh no, that's a long time ago. 

KAY: When you were a child? 

LOTTIE: I was about 5 when we moved here. I'm 91 now so, that was 
a long time ago. 

KAY: What brothers came over with your dad? Who were his brothers? 

LOTTIE: Uncle Henry, and he went to Arizona. One of the first 
white settlers around--you probably don't want this. 

MAUREEN: Well, this is all interesting. How many people came to 
this area and then did go west? Either the canal or the 
railroad or some sort of adventure. Some of them were willing 
to go on because this seemed to be too settled or too 
civilized I guess for their taste. 

LOTTIE: Well, McCormick's, did you ever hear of them, I doubt, they 
were from South Avon. They were, they invented some reaper. 

KAY: McCormick Reaper. 

LOTTIE: Yes. I think they came from South Avon.  

MAUREEN: Really. 

LOTTIE: There were quite a great many prominent people that lived 
up Irish Lane. We always called it. Of course, after many 



tried so hard to get it called Darby Lane and she never 
knew it was called that. And that was a shame she didn't 
know it. She would tell her relations to sign it Darby 
Lane. 

MAUREEN: And that's what it is now. 

LOTTIE: Finally, a few years after she died they started to call 
it Darby Lane. 

KAY: What other brothers came with your dad? It was Jeramiah, Henry, 
and who else? 

LOTTIE; I'll tell you in a minute.  

KAY: Samuel? 

LOTTIE: Oh no, 4 came, 2 brothers came that's right. Aunt Lizzie 
       and Aunt Harriett. Aunt Harriett was the oldest. She could     
       remember quite a lot. My father did too. They had trunks--they         
       had chests--oak chests--they didn't have any handles on them and 
       I've heard my father say-4-think he was 8 years old-he said,      
       "there's a sailor swearing taking those chests off; there were 3   
       of them and they weighed a ton trying to get those off the  
       boat". They were heavy without anything in them. 

KAY: You have one, don't you? 

LOTTIE: And they were made by hand and there were no nails at that 
time and they were made with wooden pegs. Nnd Harry did mine 
over. My father gave it to me when I was married. Harry made 
new pegs because they had shortened. They were no good, they 
wouldn't hold. 

KAY: Did they ever tell you what kind of a ship it was they came over 
in besides a sailing ship? 

LOTTIE: No, it was a sailing boat. 

MAUREEN: About what year was that? 

LOTTIE: 1st of November--quarter before 6 in the morning. 

***** Spent some time apparently looking at some pictures--talking 
about same. 

KAY: Jeramiah was born October 10, your dad? 

LOTTIE: Yes, I know he was. But you want to know the year that he--   
   1841.  

***** Apparently more pictures. 

KAY: Who was Elizabeth? 



LOTTIE: Aunt Lizzie. 

MAUREEN: It says here that you dad first attended school at 
the Little Red School House on Linden Street. Now, where is 
that--where would that have been? 

LOTTIE: It's the white house now--the people go to the Episcopal 
Church. It's Laura Reese--right next to Mairs and that's 
where he went to school. Grandma Harmon made his 
suits and the boys weren't wearing suits. He hadn't been 
there 10 minutes before they started fighting and they ripped 
the whole bunch of them. 

KAY: Who was this? 

LOTTIE: My father. They made fun of the suit he had.  

***** More pictures, papers, etc. 

MAUREEN: And Sam Harmon? 

LOTTIE: He was the youngest boy, and he was born here in this 
county. And Aunt Louise, she's from Binghamton, or was, and 
Aunt Louise, Uncle Sam, Aunt Kitty, Aunt Lizzie came from 
England. So did Aunt Harriett. No I guess Aunt Louise was 
the only girl born here. Uncle John was born here and also 
Uncle Sam. Aunt Louise was the youngest of ten. And she 
lived to be 94 years old. 

KAY: I remember. She always looked like she was a temperence sort 
 of person. She was very straight and very proper. And Relly and I 
 were on our honeymoon and we had gone to Seneca Hotel in Geneva 
 the first night and we had a roadster and you know the side 
 curtains were not too tight in those days and it rained cats and 
 dogs the next day so we decided to stay over. We went from there 
 the second day after our wedding right to Binghamton to Aunt 
 Louise's and she met us at the door and she said, "I thought you 
 were married on Saturday, where have you been?"  
 Where do you want to go from here? 

MAUREEN: Well, I would sort of like to know about Littleville because 
 you'd have some nice memories about that. Even in the time I can 
 remember in the 1950's riding a bus through here on my way to 
 school things have changed ever since then. And I'm sure that you 
 can think of some things, interesting things, people, the cemetary 
 is always an interesting place. I remember as a little child, going 
 there with my mother to lay the flags for Memorial Day and one of 
 the Woodruff's was with us, Carrie Woodruff. 

LOTTIE: Yes, she lived here. Well, Carrie didn't live here--her 
son did in the Dutcher house. The Dutcher's were very 
prominent people. They came from the West and I've heard them 



tell about it. I wasn't around when they left. I lived over 
across and I don't remember much about them but I heard my 
sister tell about them. They came from Kansas, I think, and I 
don't know whether I should tell this or not, but, he had a 
team of mules, and I think most of the children were born out 
west and he had this covered wagon and he came here and I 
heard my father tell that he was a peddler. He sold things 
like thread and needles and all that sort of things and 
food too. And they had a rhyme, about him and I'm so 
disgusted I didn't get Lu to write that down and tell me what 
it was. They called him "Tick" and he wasn't very popular--
he had a lovely family--but he wasn't popular at all. And 
they told about this wagon he drove. "Here comes Tick with 
his two jackasses peddling something and molasses". And he 
drove those old mules everyplace. Well, Mrs. Dutcher smashed 
a pipe, clay pipe, and Lee said she'd sit there reading love 
stories from morning till night almost and everyone of those 
children went to Geneseo when they were old enough and 
graduated from Geneseo and then they moved to Rochester but 
before they moved, I don't know how they got up there, 
whether Tick drove them or what, but they went up and they 
worshipped their mother and she never did anything for them. 
They got their own breakfast and they washed their own 
clothes and they always looked neat and nice, they said and 
I've heard my sister say everyone of them were just as 
bright as could be. Well, some of them were teachers, the 
girls, and the boys went to Rochester and they studied, I 
think the oldest, Fred, studied law with Judge Carter and he 
became a judge himself. 

KAY: Judge Dutcher was very well liked in Rochester. 

LOTTIE: Everyone of the boys were. And they said that one of them, I 
   don't know which one, would it be a judge to sentence anyone. They 
   said that this lawyer and I don't think that he was the judge,   
   that it was through him that they put this colored man, who had 
   murdered someone, in prison. And at the time my brother's store 
   burned down they were neighbors you see. Will Harmon knew this 
   lawyer, who was older than I was. He knew the boys before they 
   left and I went to a picture show, Harry and I, in Rochester and 
   it was telling the things that had happened that year, 1935, and 
   as I said, he was setting at his desk and this colored man came 
   in and shot him in the back and killed him. 

KAY: Judge Dutcher. 

LOTTIE: No, not Fred, one of the other boys that was a lawyer. But he 
   must have thought that, I don't know, he wasn't a judge so he    
   couldn't sit. But he must have had something to do because he 
   had an awful grudge against him, and they had locked him out. 



   Nobody ever thought of such a thing, and he killed him. It was 
   an awful tragedy and they showed the picture of my brother's    
   store burning and all the firemen around and I got that paper. 

KAY: That was Gerhart(?)--Harmon paint store--paint and wallpaper 
you know. It was on State Street. 

LOTTIE: It was on State Street after the fire. He was on 
Exchange Street at the time. Right next to Sloans. The 
Sloan that married the Macy (Lacey) girl. 

KAY: Did they have a hardware store? 

LOTTIE: A plumbing store. They were right next to my brother's. 
But wasn't it funny those two things and Duthcer's from 
Littleville and my brother was from Littleville originally, 
course, he's in Buffalo. 

KAY: Tell Maureen--the family now beginning with your eldest child 
   in your family--you know, you're one of the daughters. Tell her 
   about the brothers and sisters of yours. 

LOTTIE: I have got one sister, Bertha, I guess I was a few months 
old at the time, who was drowned in Wadsworth's pond. She 
was picking roses. There were wild roses on the bank and 
you know where the school house is--and during recess 
she and the two Crosby girls who lived over here-they were 
an old family-went up to pick some flowers and it was my 
father's birthday and she wanted to bring some flowers 
home to him and she leaned over too far and when they found 
her shd had the roots of the roses right in her hand. And 
the ___ who lived across there--he wasn't a groom--but he was 
sort of head of the Wadsworth's horses and they got him 
over in France at one time when they were traveling it was 
near France, and he heard her screaming, and he couldn't 
swim and of course, it was all over before he would have had 
a chance to do anything. That was an awful blow to my father 
and mother. 

KAY: I would say so. 

LOTTIE: I don't think he ever got over it. And I'm sure my mother 
didn't either. 

KAY: Tell her what Mrs. Wadsworth did because she liked your sister. 

LOTTIE: She was very fond of her. And a good many of the children 

when they see her soming on horseback would run and get out of the 
way and they all were sort of scared of her. And she didn't 
pay much attention to them, but Bertha wouldn't stir. She stood 
right there and she was a beautiful little girl. They said she 



had blond curls and she stopped the horse and talked to her and 
she had her come over to her home and she thought a great deal 
of her. And when she died she had her grave lined with roses. 

MAUREEN: Where is she buried? Is she buried in Littleville?  

LOTTIE: In Littleville cemetary. 

KAY: You know when Granpa Clark took me over to show me the cemetary 
he mentioned about a little girl falling down the bank and he 
never told me her name. 

LOTTIE: I have got in my prayer book the article about her death. 
She was 8 years old. And that teacher, you know Mrs. Clark, 
George Clark's wife, she said that her sister-in-law, that was 
George's sister, was a great friend of that teacher that was 
teaching at that time Bertha was drowned. And when I moved on 
Wadsworth Avenue Mrs. Clark told me that--that she had told her 
about the little girl that was drowned. 

KAY: Now there was Bertha, and then there's Lottie. Now what is your 
real name? 

LOTTIE: Charlotte. Charlotte Mary Credit. The oldest was my 
sister Louise. They called her Lou. Blanche was next then 
there were two little children that died in infancy named 
Nate and Leona They lived several weeks. And then Will, then 
Bertha. 

LOTTIE: Will Harmon was William Reginald I think. 

KAY: William R. Harmon. Then there was Henry. 

LOTTIE: No, then there was Kate. Her name was Katherine but we always 
   called her Kate. She died when she was 16 years old of T.B. People 
   had that a lot at that time. And then Henry. 

KAY: Your're the baby. 

LOTTIE: A pretty old baby now. 

MAUREEN: And were most of you born here in this house? 

LOTTIE: All but my sister Lou. My mother took her back to 
Waterloo. They were in the hotel then and they didn't think 
it was any place to bring up a family so that's why he 
bought a farm. 

KAY: Now, when you're talking about the hotel, is that this place? 
Can you tell us about that? 

LOTTIE: Well, this is the Cascade House. He bought that when he came 
back from the west. He married my mother while he was there. 



She was a seamstress and she was 19 or 18, I think she was 18 
when he married her and he was 30. 

KAY: What was her name? 

LOTTIE: Mary Sweeney. 

MAUREEN: And she was from Portageville or that area? 

LOTTIE: No, she was from Waterloo. 

MAUREEN: The Cascade Hotel was near the bridge at Portageville. 

LOTTIE: Yes, it was near the bridge and he saw this wooden bridge 
was there when he was there. Then they built the steel bridge 
later. 

MAUREEN: How many years was he at the hotel?  

LOTTIE: I really don't know. 

MAUREEN: Their family started fairly soon, I believe. Then they came 
right back to Littleville. 

LOTTIE: After he had sold the hotel. Then they came back and 
bought this farm from Horace Clark. 

MAUREEN: Now that was across the pond. Where would it be? 

LOTTIE: Across the creek. About where the outlet of Conesus Lake 
comes in. 

MAUREEN: And that would be on what road?  

KAY: Behind the Wadsworth's there. 

LOTTIE: It's that road that went directly to Geneseo and the 
bridge broke and they never rebuilt that bridge. 

MAUREEN: It went right across by the mill. 

KAY: Was it on the creek? Was your property right on the creek? 

LOTTIE: The creek was in front of it. The pond was in front of 
it. They used to water the cows I know. We'd go down the 
path. 

KAY: Now, was that part of Mouhanoff's? 

LOTTIE: I don't know whether it has been sold to the Geneseo 
 Wadsworth's or not. I never knew whether it was. But I believe it 
 was still... 

KAY: It was part of the Wadsworth's then right? 



LOTTIE: They bought it. 

MAUREEN: I think when Mike moved out of the big farm, or the big 
house, didn't he move back to a house. Would that have been 
the house? 

LOTTIE: No, the house burned down. I was born in the tenant 
house. I was the only one born there. 

KAY: Think of what happened to Abe Lincoln! 

LOTTIE: At the time that the bridge fell down, we callpd her Maggie 
Donnelly and we were always great friends, my older sisters 
were, and she would come up and would spend the evening and 
then was always afraid to go home alone. And Blanche would 
always insist on me going, I was just a little girl, and so we 
would go half way with her. We would go past the bridge and 
wait till she hollered that she was all right. She went up 
on that hill, Mouhanoff lives there now. They restored that 
house and some one had shingled the roof and that's what 
saved it. And then later when he moved out of the big house, 
they owned it anyhow, the Wadsworth's bought it, and they 
moved in there. I never saw it when I visited with them. And 
I've been up through there one time when Marguerite and Paul 
Quigley came. They wanted me to take them around where we 
used to live. 

KAY: You know Dr. Quigley was our doctor for a long time.  

LOTTIE: No. 

KAY: No relation? 

LOTTIE: No, Jime Quigley, that's the father, Uncle Jim was a 
railroad man. He worked on the railroad in Waterloo. And he 
married my Aunt Kate. That was a sister of my mother's who 
had the estate. 

KAY: Who had the estate over here as you go down to the mill, it would 
 be on your right hand side. They took the house down. 

KAY: Coming from Avon you go right down, across Littleville Road 
and directly to your right that way, there used to be a big 
house. There's a foundation there. 

LOTTIE: Oh, the Knowles family, they were very prominent here years ago. 
They had, they lived with their uncle, I think their mother and 
father were dead. And his name was Calvin Knowles. You've 
probably seen it in the history of... He was, he wasn't a judge, 
he had some law training or something. They were quite an 
aristocratic family. And they had, he had them come there to 
live. Paul, Alice, and Paul taught school while he was studying 



to be a doctor and he went to Cornell, but he taught first in 
Littleville. He was one of my teachers. 

KAY: Where was your school? 

LOTTIE: Down there where, you've seen it. But it was the old school. 
Then I did go to the new one. 

MAUREEN: The new one, was the early one on the left hand side of 
the pond road? 

LOTTIE: No, that school house was built right where the old one was. 

MAUREEN: I see, so it has always been down where it is now? 

KAY: You're talking about the scout house? 

MAUREEN: Yes. 

LOTTIE: Well, I had a picture that my brother had of Littleville 
school. It was taken in Geneseo, did you ever see it? It was as 
clear as could be. Whoever that photograph was and he loaned it 
to me and I offered to give it back to him. I wasn't in it 
because I was too young to be in it. But Henry was in it, my 
brother, and the Coynes and everyone that lived around here. And 
some of the boys was as old as the teacher. 

MAUREEN: That was always the test of a new teacher wasn't it? 
Whether they could stand the grown up boys. 

LOTTIE: It was really! Louise Coyne came down one time and I told her 
Tom's picture was in it, all the Coynes were, Gary Coyne, who 
died of course, he was in it. And Doyle's(Dale's), the Dale's 
weren't in it. George and John were too young. They were 
younger than I was. And, I could name them if I saw it. I've 
got it. 

KAY: You do! 

LOTTIE: Yes, I have the picture but I guess it's down on the bottom 
of a drawer. If I could find it I'd... 

KAY: That would be nice to have. 

LOTTIE: It would be interesting. Louise said this just made my 
day. It's very old, because I heard my father tell. The 
Darby's, the Cassidy's, the Dale's, they were all an 
old family and the Doyle's. Gertrude Doyle was in that 
picture as I told you. They were right around the bend 
there. Not far, we called it Littleville. 

KAY: The tape is almost over, Lottie, why don't you tell.... 



LOTTIE: That Mr. Donnelly had a blacksmith shop here and he went 
around that corner to the school with (?) half his 
blacksmith shop. 

MAUREEN: That was on Pond Street then? Isn't that Pond Street? 

LOTTIE: I never knew any name for that street at all. Where that 
stone corner is. 

MAUREEN: And to the right and around by the school and out by the 
    pond.  

KAY: Was it between the cemetery and the school? 

LOTTIE: The cemetery was next to the school. 

KAY: And the blacksmith shop was this way but on the other side? 

LOTTIE: I started to tell you about the bridge, Marguerite Donnelly    
   came that night and went home with her, and in the middle of the 
   night, or I don't know when, it could have been right then,   
   right afterwards, it caved in. Can you imagine that! She never 
   got over it and we didn't either hardly. And we crossed that    
   bridge that night and waited for her to get up on the hill. 

KAY: You probably loosened it! 

MAUREEN: Was there another bridge across the outlet then? 

LOTTIE: No. 

MAUREEN: What did people do? 

LOTTIE: We went to Geneseo this way. 

MAUREEN: I mean after the bridge collapsed, was there another one    
   down... 

LOTTIE: Yes, Wadsworth's built that road. And I don't know any 
other way they could have bypassed that, you see, that 
road wasn't there.... 

KAY: Don't you want to talk about Harry and the children?  

MAUREEN: Yes, can you tell us about your own children? 

LOTTIE: Oh, my children, I have two children, Mary Louise…. 

 

Tape Ended 


