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Visit our 
  New Website!
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We have a brand new website  
for the AP&HS! You can find it at  
AvonPreservation.org.  
Look for information about our  
upcoming free programs, tidbits  
of Avon’s history, and an archive  
of past newsletters. You can even  
renew your membership using  
our online portal.

     - Clara Mulligan,  
 Web Designer
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This past New Year’s Eve I gathered with about 
20 cousins and friends to reminisce and say farewell 
for now to this historic landmark that has been 
integral to our community. It was a bittersweet 
occasion. As we sat around laughing, telling 
stories and going through wedding pictures, it 
occurred to me what a big part of all of our lives 
it has been. It has been the site of so many weddings, 
parties, ceremonies (citizen of the year comes to 
mind), meetings (home for years for the Rotary, Lions, 
etc.), reunions and other celebrations.

It has been there in sad times, too. We have all been 
there at one time or another after the funeral of a friend 
or loved one or saying good-bye to someone who was 
moving away.

For close to 200 years, it has stood as one of Avon’s 
most identifying landmarks along with the Five Arch 
Bridge and the White Horse. It has survived fires and 
the Great Depression. It is the last building standing 
from Avon’s spa era. It has been visited by the likes of 
Thomas Edison, George Eastman, Henry Ford, and Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. One of our greatest actresses, 
Katherine Hepburn, visited at one time.

Hopefully someone will come along to start it up 
again. In the meantime, speaking for the AP&HS, I 
would like to thank Linda Moran for all the years 
she has owned and operated the Inn and for all the 
memories. I wish her and Don a happy retirement.

 - Bob Westfall,  
 President of the AP&HS

The Town of Avon recently reopened the South Avon 
Cemetery located at the corners of Rt. 39 and South 
Avon Road. It is a small cemetery overlooking the 
Genesee Valley, on land that was donated by the Paine 
family and on whose farm it was located.

It was established as a cemetery in 1813, but the 
oldest grave belongs to a young girl named Anna Sage 
(age 11) and dates back to 1799. The cemetery was 
closed after the burial of Alfred Boyd in the early 1940s. 
The cemetery was run by an association until 1950 when 
it became an official municipal cemetery.

In the early 1990s, Ken Blakely petitioned the Avon 
Town Board for permission to be buried in the cemetery, 
as he lived nearby and cared for the cemetery for many 
years. His request was granted and he was laid to rest 
in the cemetery in 1992.

The process to reopen the cemetery was spearheaded 
by the family of James Hanna, who passed away in 
2012. He and his family wished to be buried in the 
cemetery as it is located near their family farm. In 
October of 2015 the Town Board passed a resolution to 
reopen the South Avon Cemetery and Mr. Hanna was 
buried in November 2015. 

The cemetery is now open for cremation burials 
only. There are 110 sites available and can be purchased 
through the cemetery caretaker Thomas Crye.

 - Ellen Zapf, Editor

South Avon Cemetery,  
photo courtesy Doug Morgan

Farewell (For Now)  
To The Avon Inn

South Avon  
Cemetery Reopens
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In 1987, Congress designated March Women’s History 
Month. Presidents issue a proclamation affirming this 
designation each year. President Carter wrote about the need 
for a focus on women’s history in 1980:

 F r o m  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  w h o  c a m e  t o  o u r  
 s h o r e s ,  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  
 f a m i l i e s  w h o  b e f r i e n d e d  t h e m ,  m e n  a n d  
 w o m e n  h a v e  w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  b u i l d  t h i s  
 n a t i o n .  T o o  o f t e n  t h e  w o m e n  w e r e  u n s u n g  
 a n d  s o m e t i m e s  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w e n t  
 u n n o t i c e d .  B u t  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
 c o u r a g e ,  s t r e n g t h  a n d  l o v e  o f  t h e  w o m e n  
 w h o  b u i l t  A m e r i c a  w a s  a s  v i t a l  a s  t h a t  
 of the men whose names we know so well.

Avon has a legacy of women who demonstrate this 
achievement, leadership and strength.

Gahonnoneh, She Who Goes to the River (circa 1725): 
Held status of hoya’ne (of an honored lineage). Mother of 
Handsome Lake and his halfbrother, Cornplanter, who lived 
at Canawaugus. Member of the Seneca Turtle Clan.

Maria Berry, also known as Widow Berry. (d. 1829): The 
bridge over the Genesee River at Rts. 5 & 20 marks where 
Berry’s Tavern and rope ferry were established in 1789. 
After Gilbert Berry died in 1797, his wife Maria continued 
operating the ferry and tavern. Maria ran the tavern until 
1816 when she moved to Rochester to live with her daughter 

and son-in-law, Catherine and John 
Mastic. He was a local lawyer who 
became Rochester’s first attorney after 
coming to Avon from Rockingham, 
Vermont to study law with George 
Hosmer. At left: Ferry similar to Berry’s.

Louisa Beaman (1815-1850): First plural 
wife of Joseph Smith, founder of the Latter 
Day Saint movement. Louisa Beaman was 
born February 7, 1815 to Alvah and Sarah 
(Sally) Burtts in Livonia N.Y. She first met 
Joseph Smith in 1834 when he and several 
other missionaries stayed in the Beaman 
home in Avon. Louisa joined the church 

and moved to Kirtland, Ohio the following year. Following 
church dissension in Kirtland, Louisa and her mother, Sarah, 
eventually moved to Missouri, then followed Joseph Smith 
to a town he named Nauvoo.

After the death of both her parents, Louisa moved in with 
her sister Mary and brother-in-law, Joseph Bates Noble. 

Joseph Smith and Louisa were married on 
April 5, 1841, “in a grove Near Main Street in 
the City of Nauvoo, The Prophet Joseph dictating 
the ceremony and Br Nobles repeating it after 
him.” To help keep the union secret, Louisa 
wore a man’s hat and coat as a disguise.

At Left: Contemporary portrait of Louisa by 
Leslie Peterson, c. 2015.

After Smith’s death, Louisa became the 9th wife of Brigham 
Young. Louisa bore five children by Young, all of whom 
preceded her in death.

Julia Wilbur (1815-1895): Julia Wilbur 
was born in Avon to a Quaker family and 
taught in the Rochester school system. In 
1857 she attended the NY State Teacher’s 
Association meeting, proposing a resolution 
that the practice of paying teachers one half 
or one third of the salaries received by men 

for performing the same services, is unjust and inconsistent; 
and that if a woman does the same work as a man and does 
it well she should receive the same pay for doing it. Through 
the association she met Susan B. Anthony.

From 1862-1865, she relocated to Alexandria, Virginia as an 
agent of the Rochester Ladies Anti-Slavery Society, working 
with newly freed slaves and providing food, clothing and 
other necessities. While in Alexandria, she lived and worked 
with Harriet Jacobs, a freed slave and author of Incidents in 
the Life of a Slave Girl, Written by Herself (1861) under the 
pseudonym Linda Brent. Together they set up schools for 
freedpeople. In 1869 she began work as clerk for the Patent 
Office, perhaps their first female employee, where she stayed 
for more than 30 years. That same year she joined a group of 
black and white women who tried to register to vote in the 
District of Columbia. Wilbur left extensive diaries and letters 
and is buried in Avon.

Sources for further information:
Faulkner, Carol. Women’s Radical Reconstruction:  

The Freedmen’s Aid Movement. University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 2004.

Julia Wilbur and the Mourning of Lincoln: boothiebarn.com/ 
2015/07/29/julia-wilbur-and-the-mourning-of-lincoln/

Paula Whitacre transcribed much of Wilbur’s writings 
and is writing her biography; her Julia Wilbur webpage: 
paulawhitacre.com/jw-facts/

- Pat Murphy

Celebrating The Achievements of Avon Women

There are many more notable women who 
are associated with Avon. 2017 marks the 100th 
anniversary of women getting the right to vote 
in New York State and the APHS will be doing 
programming on women’s history to celebrate the 
event. If you have information about a family member 
or Avon resident who exhibited achievement, 
leadership and strength and contributed to Avon’s 
history, please contact AP&HS board member Pat 
Murphy Ph.D. at 245-3975 or patricia.murphy@flcc.
edu. We are particularly interested in women active 
in the abolition or suffrage movements.
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Letha Brown Ridley 
was born July 31, 1911 
in Greenville,  TN, to 
Frank and Bertha L. 
Brown, and she grew up 
in Winston Salem, NC. 
She always loved learning 
and especially reading, 
soaking up knowledge 
with great excitement and 
eagerly handing in every 

assignment. She also learned how to work with children, 
as she was nine years older than her next sibling, and 
she both taught and managed her brothers. It seemed 
to come naturally to her. After graduating from high 
school in 1928, she attended Shaw University for her 
B.S., graduating with very high honors. Returning 
to her hometown in North Carolina, she studied at 
Winston-Salem Teachers’ College and began her career 
in education, teaching eighth- and ninth-grade math and 
science, a position she held for ten years.

Letha met her future husband, William H. Ridley, Jr., 
shortly after her arrival on the Shaw campus, but she 
was not exactly dazzled by her first glimpse of him; 
she remembered that at the time, “I was nix on boys. 
I didn’t want to be bothered because they would keep 
me from my work.” For his part, Bill thought she was 
very quiet, and “the countriest city girl I ever met.” It 
was eight years after their first meeting that they were 
married on June 30, 1937. He was the son of a barber 
from North Carolina and enjoyed cooking, which she 
appreciated. Their son, William H. III, was born in 
1944. Shortly after his birth, the young family relocated 
to Rochester for William’s engineering work with 
Stromberg Carlson as a government civilian employee. 

Letha’s teaching career was restarted in 1947 with 
a late night call to substitute teach at School No. 9 in 
Rochester the next day. Though Letha was always 
less concerned with her role in history than being an 
effective teacher, she was one of the first black educators 
in the Rochester City School District, and would later 
be one of the first black principals. She enjoyed making 
personal connections with her students, creating a 
supportive and interactive environment, all the while 
maintaining the authority that allowed her to manage 

In Memoriam: Mrs. Letha Brown Ridley (1911-2015)

even the most troublesome classes. Understanding how 
children learned and what they needed throughout 
the day was intuitive for her, and she kept her pupils 
engaged even when other teachers struggled. She 
especially enjoyed teaching special education classes, 
appreciating that she and the children needing extra 
attention worked well together. 

Christmas of 1952 was a special one – it was that 
morning that Bill surprised Letha with the keys to a 
country home in Avon he had purchased. Though she 
never learned to drive, Letha treasured the commute 
to Rochester with her husband each day, for they both 
still worked in the city. Letha would call that house her 
home the rest of her life.

In 1963, Letha became the principal of Henry 
Lomb School No. 20, serving until her retirement in 
1973. The span of over 24 years in the Rochester City 
School District saw her ascent from classroom teacher 
to principal. Throughout her career, her excellence as 
an educator and leader was recognized in numerous 
ways; of the many honors she received, an early 
highlight was selection in 1958 by the Rochester City 
School District as a “representative of the best in the 
teaching profession.”

Many professional and community organizations 
benefited from her participation and leadership. 
Letha was co-founder in 1947 of the local chapter of 
the service sorority Alpha Kappa Alpha and served 
on many other charity and professional committees 
throughout her life.

After her retirement, Letha had time to take part 
in more community activities; she was a deacon and 
elder, as well as Sunday School teacher in the First 
Presbyterian Church and was a member of the Women’s 
Club there. Following Bill’s passing, she became an 
avid international traveler, journeying throughout the 
United States and visiting Russia, New Zealand, Peru, 
China, Greenland, and the Sahara Desert, among many 
others. She had visited at least 100 countries and five 
continents since about 1986.

Many will always remember Letha fondly for her 
many achievements, attributes, and devotion. We 
are grateful to her for making the world and our 
community a better place.
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Dick was a part of the Avon  
farming community for his 
whole l i fe ,  taking on the 
family farm in East Avon from 
his father William, who had 
received it from his father in 
1922. With his brother, Jerry, 
Dick introduced registered 
Holstein cows in 1945, growing 

the small herd up to 500 head in 1991; the farm 
currently milks 1000. His wife of 66 years, Jeanne, 
has been by his side through it all.

Dick received numerous awards for his role in 
the dairy business over his life, including Dairy of 
Distinction, 1992-1993 New York Farm Bureau Good 
Citizen Award, 2001 Dairyman of the Year from the 
World Dairy Expo at Madison, Wisconsin, and the 
2008 National Holstein Association Distinguished 
Leadership Award. Dick served on the National 
Holstein Association Board of Directors from 1984-1992, 
and was the NYS Holstein Association President in 1977 
and 1978. Obviously a farmer to the core, he was able 
to travel to Madison for the 2015 World Dairy Expo, 
thanks to his family who accompanied him. 

Farmers are integral to their communities in many 
ways, and Dick was no exception: he served on the 
Avon Central School Board of Education for five years, 
Avon Town Board from 1977-1999, and was a member 
of the Avon Lions Club from 1958-2016, serving as 
president in 1966. 

Dick’s knowledge and love of farming will be missed 
in the community, but his brother, along with his sons 
and extended family, continue his impressive legacy.

- Holly Watson, Editor

In Memoriam: 
Richard “Dick” T. Coyne

Senecas of  
the Genesee Valley

A Presentation by Terry Abrams
A record-breaking crowd 

of over 90 interested people 
crammed into the second floor of 
the Opera Block Sunday, January 
31, to hear about the Seneca 
people’s history in the Genesee 
Valley. Mr. Abrams, who lives 
on the Tonawanda Reservation 
and who has identified ancestors 
who may have once lived in 
Livingston County, gave an informative presentation on 
the early history of the Seneca, the westernmost nation in 
the Iroquois Confederacy. The fraught history and difficult 
tensions between the native peoples and the European 
colonists were highlighted, and he discussed the creation 
and dissolution of the early reservations. One such space 
kept by the Seneca in 1797 was just on the west side of 
the Genesee River at Canauwaugus, a name the area 
still carries today. We at the AP&HS enjoy making these 
informative and thought-provoking programs available 
to the community. Thank you for your support!

 - Holly Watson, Editor

Facebook Page

Our Facebook page is a hub of interesting articles and 
themes. This year we will expand our reach by inviting 
readers to post old photos. Come join the banter about 
Avon’s distant and not so distant past! You can find us 
at facebook.com/avonhistoricalsociety. See you there!

 - Clara Mulligan, Web Designer

At Left: Joe 
Stalica at his 
Shell Station, 
West Main St., 
with son, Don, 
1951 - shared by 
Ken Stalica.

At Right: 
Genesee St., 1941 
- shared by Kathy 

Carlin Salvati.
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Anderson, Barbara
Antinore, Frank  
 and Marian
Babbitt, Gary and Judy
Babey, Jeff
Bakemeier, Robert
Baker, Jacqueline
Balacki, Gary  
 and Kathleen
Barrett, Norman  
 and Marcia
Bartholomew, James  
 and Diane
Bartolini, Thomas
Bell, Terry
Biondolillo, James  
 and Diane
Brewer, James and Geri
Bristol, Bruce and Anne
Brown, Dwight and Joan
Brown, Russell and Janet
Brown, Gregory  
 and Tammy
Brown, June
Burdick, Thomas  
 and Mary
Carlin, Robert
Cinotti, Steven
Cochrane, Daniel  
 and Deborah
Cochrane, Michael
Cochrane, Daniel
Cole, Carol
Cole, Helen
Cole, Barbara
Cole, Kelly and Jan
Collins, Dr. Richard  
 and Mary
Connor, Charles  
 and Suzanne
Cornish, Julia

Cottone, Carol
Coyne, Edward  
 and Dorothy
Coyne, Richard  
 and Jeanne
Coyne, Gerald and Carol
D’Angelo, Robert
Davin, Richard and Karon
Davin, Michael and Jan
Dean, William and Lisa
DeWaard, Klaas  
 and Aartje
DiTucci, Joseph  
 and Mary Jane
Dougherty, Jerry and Kim
Downing, Robert and Ann
Drexler, Michael and Cindy
DuBois, Robert and Heidi
DuBois, John and Phyllis
Dziekonski, Jake  
 and Beverly
Ellwood, Donald
Faulkner, Larry  
 and Marcia
Feeley, Robert and Jane
Feller, Charles
Figueroa, Shirley
Fischer, Nancy
Fisher, Jean
Forsythe, Howard Jr. 
 and Brenda
Freese, Kenneth  
 and Barbara
French, John
Galbraith, William
Gerace, James and Kathy
Graham, Jack and Marty
Greer, Reta
Gunther, Lori
Haller, Chris and Helen
Hamilton, Mahlon
Harrington, James

Hayes, Timothy  
 and Carole
Hayes, Robert and Janice
Hayes, Dr. Robert  
 and Polly
Herman, Barbara
Hindson, Bradley  
 and Mary Ellen
Hoffman, Robert
House, Robert  
 and Virginia
Hungerford, Robert
Hussong, Joyce
Johnson, David Jr.  
 and Karen
Johnston, Frank
Keyes, Brian
Kingston, Maureen
Knight, Charles  
 and Sharon
Knoblock, Betty
Koomen, Trisha
Koop, Ursula
Korth, William and Gloria
Krause, James
Leonard, Raymond  
 and Sally
Lillis, Kevin
LoCurto, Marilyn
Lynne, Elizabeth
MacIntyre, William
Mack, Dennis
Mairs, Peter
Mairs, Walter
Mairs, Thomas and Liz
Manchini, Carol
Marschke, Stephen
Mason, Hoyt and Paula
Mayoue, Mary
McNinch, Robert
Merrell, Arliss
Meyer, Diane

Miller, James  
 and Mary Lou
Minuto, Elaine
Moran, Patricia
Morey, Roger and Sue
Morgan, Doug
Moses, Roy and Susan
Mulligan, Clara
Murphy, Patricia
O’Brien, Mildred
Offner, Molly
Orman, Mary G.
Orman, James and Joan
Osant, Victoria
Ossont, Brian
Otterbein, Bernadette
Palmer, Carol
Preston, Margaret
Primm, Mary
Prinzi, Joan
Puls, Charles and Elaine
Quinlan, Daniel  
 and Christine
Reid, Joan
Rizzo, Lois
Rogers, Bruno and Joan
Rogers, James
Rowe, Jerry and Wanda
Ryan, David
Ryan, James and Janice
Salvemini, Thomas  
 and Rosemary
Santacroce, Joseph  
 and Jean
Schoenthal, Jean
Scott, Barbara
Secusa, Samuel
Secusa, Carl and Barbara
Settle, Gail
Sherman, Jack
Spezzano, Shelby
Stanton, Mary E.
Stanton, Richard  
 and Mary Liz
Staples, Duane  
 and Jackie
Stephenson, Steve  
 and Carol
Stern, Sandra
Stevenson, Franklyn  
 and Carole

Thank You
It is with great appreciation that we thank our 2015-2016 members and  

supporters. Thank you also to those whose names were not available at press time.



SPRING 2016     7

AP&HS thanks these 
fine local businesses and 
organizations for their  
support in 2015-2016!

Sutfin, Jerry and Elaine
Swanton, Susan
Swift, William and Joanne
Taylor, John and Carol
Temperato, Joseph
Tickner, Thomas  
 and Jackie
Tighe, James and Jean
Torregiano, Anthony
Turner, Lorrie Jo
Valentine, Jerry and Betty

VanSan, Theodore Jr.
Warriner, Dr. Wayne
Weber, Aaron
Webster, Carole
Weden, Carolyn
Welch, James
Westfall, Robert and Gail
Westfall, John
Younger, Jeffrey and Ann
Zito, Sam

All Business Service
All Seasons Wine  
 & Spirits
American Legion  
 Post #294
Avon Free Library
Avondale Pub
Batzel Auto Service -  
 Bruce Batzel
Bob Johnson Chevrolet
Car Toys
Covered Wagon Tours
Davin Corn
DP Tools & Machining, Inc.
Frankie’s Barbershop
Gearheadz Auto Repair
Genesee Valley  
 Penny Saver
S & S Apparel
Pioneer Printing
John Cox Trucking
Lakeland Equipment
Landon Insurance Agency
Lattimore of Avon  
 Physical Therapy

LeFrois Brothers
Louie’s Pickup  
 and Delivery
McDonald’s of Avon
Mike Driscoll Locksmith
Partyman, LLC
Pioneer Trucks
Platinum Limousine  
 of Western NY
Peppermints /  
 STEFCO, Inc.
Rich’s Power Equipment
Subway
Star Headlight  
 & Lantern Co., Inc.
Stone Carving Studio, Inc.
Studio Sales Pottery
Tilly Agency
Tom Wahl’s
Tompkins  
 Bank of Castile
Town of Avon
Valley Dry Cleaners
Veronica’s Hair Salon
Village Restaurant
Village of Avon
White Horse Auto

A warm thank you to all who have given of their 
treasures to the Avon Preservation and Historical 
Society. These kind people include James Brewer, 
Robert D’Angelo, John Gibson, Thomas Cole, Shirley 
Strasenburgh, and Mark Douglas. The donated items 
include a yard stick from Clark Chevrolet, items from the 
Twin Swans, a collection of Girl Scout items, Red Cross 
items, a White Horse mug, Western Union forms, a check 
writer from the D’Angelo businesses, an 1872 Livingston 
County atlas, and photographs from the collection of 
Dr. F. A. Strasenburgh, including images of the opening 
of Tops, the destruction after the Coppersmith fire, and 
local scenes. Also several games were donated, including 
a Wheaties game, Blox-o, Flinch card game and a new 
Pinochle card deck. At the fall antique show at the 
Geneseo Armory, we were able to purchase several paper 
items to enhance our collections. 

We want to thank all those who attended Kelly 
Cole’s presentation about the Opera Block in October. 
We were very pleased with the number of people who 
agreed to help with the refurbishing of the third floor. It 
seems there are many who would like to see this project 
finished. They have a vision of what it could be used 
for and how it would enhance our community’s life. 

The programs that we offer and the purchases that 
we make are made possible by the increase in new and 
renewed memberships; in 2015, we had 81 Individual 
memberships, 50 Families, and 40 businesses. Thank 
you! Additionally, this year we had 337 visitors to the 
museum. Our sales netted $1,803.25, and donations 
came to $1,106.50. Our volunteers contributed 184 hours 
and the docents gave 2,060 recorded hours. I am sure 
that we could probably add another 500 to this number. 
Congratulations on a great year. 

- Joan Reid, Curator

Behind the Scenes
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Avon Preservation & Historical Society
MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please fill in below, tear off, and return to: 
AVON PRESERVATION 

AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
23 Genesee Street • Avon, New York 14414

Name: _____________________________________
Address: ___________________________________
City, State, Zip: _____________________________
Telephone: (           ) __________________________
E-mail: ____________________________________

Indicate desired membership level
(    ) Individual $10       (    ) Business $30
(    ) Family $20       (    ) Donation

Please make check payable to AP&HS

May we contact you to volunteer?
(    ) Yes  (    ) No

Phone: 585-226-2425 x22
Email: clefeberhayes@gmail.com

*If you know of a friend or relative who wants a 2016-17 
membership, the form below can be cut out and used.  
(One perk is that they will receive the newsletter!)

Not sure if you need to renew your membership?  
Contact the AP&HS office at 226-2425 ext. 22  

or stop by during museum hours

Programs

Dear Friends, 

The Avon Preservation and Historical Society 
programs for 2016 are scheduled as follows. They are 
all free, open to the public, and handicap accessible. We 
provide light refreshments at each event. Each program 
takes place at 23 Genesee Street, in the Avon Opera 
Block, second floor. 

Sunday, April 24, 2:00 pm 
Transportation by Water: 
the Genesee Valley Canal 
Tom Cook, author and teacher

Saturday, August 13th 
Corn Festival

Sunday, September 25, 2:00 pm 
The History of the Avon Inn 
Maureen Kingston, Avon Town Historian

Sunday, November 6, 2:00 pm 
The True Story of Thanksgiving:  
Pilgrims, Politics and Pumpkin Pie 
Christopher Hensch, Curator for the Toy Hall of Fame 
and Spokesperson of the National Toy Hall of Fame


