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The 2009 Avon Corn Festival and the 
AP&HS Tent with School House Display. 

Photos by James Brewer.

2009 Corn Festival Report
By Jean Batzing

The weatherman was most cooperative on Saturday, 
August 8, for the 23rd Annual Rotary Corn Festival. Richard 
Burke, James Brewer and Charles Puls were putting up the 
tent in front of the Central Presbyterian Church at 6 AM.

Displays were soon arranged by Treasurer Joan Reid 
and Membership Chairman Mary Liz Stanton. A table 
included the new book, “Guideposts of the Past”; other 
tables presented House Plaques and collectables. Key chains 
were given away. Photographic displays of the Opera Block 
construction were of interest. The panel of Avon’s rural 
schools attracted many in view of the September 20th 
program. “The One Room Schoolhouse” by John Babbitt. 

Several people signed their names on a poster indicating 
that they had attended a one room school.

In addition to talking with visitors about Avon’s history, 
thirty memberships were renewed or new ones added as 
reported by Mary Liz Stanton.

Displays were repacked and stored at 4 PM until the Avon 
Preservation & Historical Society is open in the renovated 
Opera Block. Watch for the Grand Opening of our museum 
later this year. (Docents will be needed; you may volunteer 
by calling Richard Burke at 226-2650).

A special thanks to all who helped in any way to make 
the AP&HS presentation on the 8th a success!
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“A Haunting We Will Go” 
by Carolyn Swanton

Jim Jerris is getting into the spirit of the season by fixing 
up the former William W. Wadsworth estate at 1211 West 
River Road (www.wadsworthhaunting.com) especially for 
October. The lovely 
grounds of his estate 
that was for so long 
neglected has been 
lovingly restored by 
Jerris. The Federal 
style house is made 
of stucco like many of 
the other Wadsworth 
homes in both Avon 
and Geneseo.

Jim has generously 
been housing the 
unusual Victorian era 
hearse that the AP&HS, 
acquired from the 
Wood Historic Library 
in Canandaigua. As 
it complements the 
décor for the upcoming 
event, Jim was granted 
the use of the hearse as 
long as it was covered 
in bad weather and overnight.

Upon first glance the vehicle looks like something from 
Boot Hill, but it is authentic to this region. Although it is 
in rough shape, the hearse explains the way our ancestors 
must have viewed life and, ultimately death. Our hearse was 

equipped to take both sled runners and wheels depending 
upon the season. These vehicles were heavy and slow 
moving on the way, but return trips without the contents, 

this type of conveyance 
was notoriously light 
and would flip over 
easily if going over a 
tree stump or small 
headstone covered 
with snow.

Every weekend, 
after dark, in October 
there will be hayrides 
and a “haunted” house 
and barns to experience 
at The Haunting. The 
main house has 5,000 
square feet which 
is receiving special 
attention from Jerris 
and his aide, Andrew 
Stuar t  (a  former 
Disney employee). 
Remember, we won’t 
be able to hear you 

scream in Avon. Food 
and refreshments will 
be available with a final 
closing on Halloween 
Night. Look for the 
scarecrows! 

To learn more about 
this event call Cheri 
585-507-1868.

Photo of AP&HS hearse at Jim Jerris’ home by Sydney Dioguardi

Programs
On September 20th, John Babbitt with his wife, Mary, 

presented the interesting program of The One Room 
Schoolhouse with an emphasis on those schoolhouses in 
upstate New York. Front and center was the cobblestone 
school house in Geneseo, a marvelous example because of 
early historical preservation. He was glad to learn of others 
in our township.

Mark your calendar for our next speaker on October 18th. 
Thomas Cook will present “Century of the Park” with an 

emphasis on the CCC. Programs are held at the Avon Village 
Hall at 2:00 PM where there is ample parking on Sundays. 
Tasty refreshments are available as well as displays.

Upcoming newsletter articles for 2010 will include the 
Jolly Farmer, the Silo Barn, and High Acres. If anyone has 
anything to contribute to these stories, please call Carolyn 
at 226-9424 or email cswanton2003@yahoo.com. If you 
would like to write or suggest a topic that would interest 
the membership, we would love to know your opinion.
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Photo of the Livingston House with the Avon 
Central School band playing in Circle Park.  
c. 1961 (incl. the backs of Drew Moran and  

Mark Collins on their bikes). 
Photo by Walter F. Swanton.

Mansard Roofs of Avon 
By Carolyn Swanton

Corner of Spring & Genesee: Wadsworth House
Photo by Jim Brewer

Old postcard of Parkside Manor

The mansard roof was developed by architect Francois 
Mansart (1598-1666) of the Beaux Arts French Renaissance 
style. During the time of our Civil War, Napoleon III was 
rebuilding Paris and the revised style used became referred 
to as the French Second Empire style. The Louvre (1852-
57) was one of the most influential buildings of the Second 
Empire. It was very popular because the new mansard roof 
could be added to existing buildings to instantly make them 
look modern. It was at this time that Avon’s mansard roofs 
were constructed.

A four-sided hipped roof was also considered practical 
because it allowed usable space to be planned for attics. 
This was an ideal style to accommodate more people in 
our early large hotels. “Any house with a mansard roof 
can safely be termed Second Empire regardless of what 
decorative elements may ornament its facade.” p. 23 What 
Style Is It? (National Trust for Historic Preservation) Other 
examples of mansard roofs in Avon include the former St. 
George Hotel, Barb Herman’s grand home (and bed and 
breakfast) at 277 Genesee St.

Dr. Edward Cornelius Perry came to Avon in 1893 as a 
young graduate of Columbia University to fill our town’s 
need for a doctor. Avon has been very blessed to have had 
such fine doctors come to our town to find work. They 
always seem to do so much more than just heal us. Dr. Perry 
soon became an active member of the Republican Party, 
the Fire Board and was a coroner of Livingston County. 
For fifty-two years he was a surgeon for the Erie Railroad. 
He was the first county doctor to have an x-ray machine 
in his office.

He added a third floor to his residence on Park Place in 
the new mansard style to house a hospital which became 

known as Parkside Manor. The small triangle 
of land in front of his house was known as Dr. 
Perry’s Park and would be an appropriate spot 
to someday place a memorial to our town’s 
wonderfully capable doctors. Dr. Perry donated 
the fountain for the Circle Park which was later 
moved to the rear of the Avon Inn.
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Mastodons of the  
Genesee Valley

By Carolyn Swanton

It has long been known that this was the home for many 
mastodons, but it is suddenly so real when you actually hold 
a piece of their remains. They lived freely for over a million 
years on this earth, but have been gone for thousands of 
years. Their demise attributed to the emergence of man.

In 1974 Town Highway Superintendent, William 
McKeown, discovered a “chip off old tusk” as Bob Bickel, 
Democrat & Chronicle reporter, worded it on March 13th. 
McKeown noticed the odd object in the gravel that was 
being hauled away from the Garden Street project off Dutch 
Hollow Road and brought it to Irene Swanton, chair of 
the Avon Environmental Commission. She confirmed his 
suspicion that it was tusk material and thought it was either 
mastodon or mammoth. It was verified to be a mastodon by 
Ward’s Scientific 
research lab.

T h e  b o n e s 
most recently 
found on the 
FarView Gol f 
Course range 
are 11,600 years 
old and are the 
subject of one 
of  the topics 
i n c l u d e d  i n 
“Guideposts of 
the Past”, the 
new book for 
this year.

One Hundred Years Ago
What made the journal kept by Will Leighton, Avon’s 

Postmaster.

October, 1909
7.  Oscar Fuller was buried today

31. Ken McVean returned from Alaska after 5 months

November
7.  Avon Hi  5   Gregsville  0    

Avon Town Team  0    Caledonia  11

10.  Minstrel Show at the Opera House (local talent)

13.  Charles Chase was badly hurt by falling with a 
broken pole about 20 feet.

 Larry Skelly fell from the top of a Railroad car and 
was nearly killed this AM.

21.  LeRoy Hi  17    Avon Hi  0

24.  Mrs. Alva Carpenter died this afternoon, aged 83

25.  Fred Rowe married Maggie Finity today.

December
2.  The J. L. Westfalls have a new son, eight pounds, 

Jack

13.  Miss Rebecca Robb died this afternoon.

18.  A daughter born to Kate and Frank Kellogg at  
8:00 PM

Photo of Irene W. Swanton with William McKeown.
From the Democrat & Chronicle, March 13, 1974.


