
One Room Schoolhouses
By Carolyn Swanton

Like everywhere else in this country at one time, Avon 
relied on one room schoolhouses and it wasn’t as long 
ago as you might think. There are many people alive who 
attended these early facilities, signing our list at a recent 
Avon Rotary Corn Festival. One of the first buildings 
sought for by the Genesee Country Museum Village was 
the schoolhouse from across the Elm Place Farm on the 
East River Road. They also obtained the replica log cabin 
from Elm Place of the very first school building, which is 
considered “almost” authentic.

One room schoolhouses were commonplace across the 
nation until the 1930’s when the invention of the automobile 
made it possible for rural children to be transported to 
schools. “As late as 1913 one half of the school children in 
the U. S. were enrolled in the country’s 212,000 one room 
schoolhouses.”

“Perceptions of American country school are clouded 
by two contradictory myths. One is that country schools 
are the poor stepchildren of American education...and the 
other is of the little red schoolhouse pleasantly situated 
beneath shade trees and full of bright, young students 
eager to learn their lessons and please their teacher.” page 
52 “School Days” Andrew Gulliford, Historic Preservation 
Book excerpt.
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Most students were lucky and had a good teacher, but a 
poor teacher could hold back a whole community. Teachers 
also had to be very versatile people. Not only did they have 
to be able to teach, but being the first to blaze the trails, 
literally, they had to do their own repairs, load up the 
potbellied stove to have heat, light kerosene lights and be 
a nurse to many ages. This was, of course, all done during 
a time when there was a large wolf and panther population 
and no phones, cell or otherwise!

Often older students were enlisted to teach the younger. 
This helped reinforce their instruction and gave them 
good training skills. This is the basic principle used by the 
successful Head Start Program adapted to assist children 
in need and their siblings.

The one room schoolhouse was the focus of every 
community as it still is in the communities where they still 
use this method. The identity of rural communities became 
inextricably linked with their schools and some went to 
great lengths across the country to keep their one roomed 
schools open for as long as the law would allow. “Furniture 
generally consisted of a cross legged table, high back chair, 
a water pail (with) dipper and a splint broom.”(page 49 Ye 
Old Log School House Tymes, James S. Minard 1905)
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Membership Dues 
By Jean Batzing

2010 has been an exciting year for the Society. Since having 
to move out of the Depot Building on Railroad St. in 1988 
and putting our museum collection in storage, we have been 
operating out of a “suitcase” until this spring when we were 
able to move in and open our museum in the restored Opera 
Block. With our new quarters come additional expenses. 
Thus for the first time since the Society was founded in 
1983, we will need to, reluctantly, increase our annual 
membership dues.

New Annual Dues 

Individual $10 

Family $20

Business $30

Also in 2011, we will begin a rolling membership structure 
where the dues when paid will cover the next 12 months. 
This will provide us continuous cash flow throughout the 
year as well as treat new members who join us later in the 
year fairly. An additional benefit for members beginning 
next year will be a 10% discount when purchasing items 
we have for sale in the museum.

Photo of the Class of 1926 Dutch Hollow School in their Junior Year. Back row left to right: Fred Futter, Donald Gross,  
Vernon Durkee, Alloysius Malone, Jean Curry, Gertrude Futter, Esther Nye, Mrs. Forest Gardner, teacher, and Florence Durkee. 

Front Row: Alex Davidson, Mary Clements (Mrs. Arnold Woleslagle), Hugh Clements, Eugenia Nye, Eleanor Nichols,  
Rebecca Gardner, Norman Futter, Raymond Nichols, Jr., “Red” Walter Nichols, and Sidney Futter.

As the world grew smaller through technology, 
communities merged for larger schools and better 
programs. Gone was the bond between the older students 
and their younger colleagues. Much prose went out the 
window along with the slate readers, dunce’s caps and the 
sense of giving back. Is progress advancement? Certainly 
our grammar has taken a hit.

Florida schoolhouse illustrating indigenous materials  
were used everywhere
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Political correctness stopped the hilarious minstrel 
shows from performing for our entertainment. The very first 
minstrel shows were held by African-Americans to amuse 
each other in makeshift buildings. The music and bawdy 
humor was soon no secret and white folks began sneaking 

in tents to catch the 
acts. Whites then 
tried to copy the 
routines in their 
n o r m a l  g e t u p s 
but the audiences 
d i d n ’ t  l a u g h . 
H o w e v e r,  w h e n 
make-up was put 
on and exaggerated 
personalities came 
o u t ,  a l l  h a d  a 
good time. But, as 
stereotypes became 
i n s u l t i n g  a n d 
misleading, moral 
people of all races 
objected, and black 
face comedies were 
halted.

In Avon, blacks were 
not the ones I remember 
being parodied except by 
the black face make up.

I ta l i ans ,  l ike  Dom 
D’Angelo  made fun of 
themselves with his “Donna 
Squeeza the tomatoes” 
routine. The Chinese and 
English were also often 
brought into the game. I am 
sorry that new generations 
are missing out on the 

musical experience of a minstrel 
show. I will never forget the fun of 

watching the Jess Furlans dance together, my Dad sing 
barber shop and all the people of Avon showing off their 
talents. Soloists Nancy Mason and Mary Collins were 
always a delight.

During the 1960’s when foul language became more 
acceptable via the media, Johnny Carson was interviewed 
about use of “dirty words” on TV. He told his friend, Merv 
Griffin that the dirtiest words in the English language are 
the words that people use to hurt each other. Names that 
make fun of a person’s race, religion, lifestyle or nationality 
have no place in American society. I always thought Johnny 
was a very wise man after that and feel that the Confederate 
flag belongs in that genre.*Opinions reflected here are not 
necessarily the opinions of the AP&HS Board. Please feel 
free to respond.

Political Correctness in Avon
By Carolyn Swanton

I was very surprised to see the Confederate Flag 
displayed on high in our new Exhibition Hall last 
May. I was told by a board 
member that he wanted 
to honor the soldiers of 
the Confederacy. When I 
reminded him that they 
were traitors to our Nation, 
he said that at the end of 
the war everyone shook 
hands and went home 
happy. While I dispute 
this, I personally find the 
flag offensive in a public 
hall. Stephen Thomas, 
Director Emeritus of the 
RMSC, told me that Ely 
S. Parker, a Seneca 
American, had written 
the treaty which the 
North and South signed 
at Appomattox Court House in 
Virginia. Upon seeing such a 
dark skinned man at this rather 
humiliating circumstance, Gen 
Lee asked that Parker be removed, 
but was informed that he was one 
of the dignitaries and had to stay. 
The flag came down for the quilt 
show, but it is back up as if it 
were a relic of Avon. My ancestors 
fought against the rebs who 
openly defied our Constitution 
and I believe it is best to leave their 
flag in the past.

My family moved from Avon to 
Lynchburg, VA in 1957. It was my sister, Susan’s Junior 
year in high school. We both went to segregated schools, 
as we had no choice. My stomach actually turned the first 
time I saw a “colored only/whites only” drinking fountain in 
public and the obvious disparity between the two of them. 
I knew it wasn’t right and I was just a little kid! We moved 
back to Avon before the end of the school year where we 
could pick our own friends.

I have lived in the beautiful south since then and know 
that although laws have changed, there are still KKK 
members who pass along their “tradition” of hate and the 
new Neo-Nazi’s who think they are being super patriotic. 
All embracing the Stars and Bars as their flag of choice.

Photos of minstrel shows in Avon



One Hundred Years Ago 
What Made the Journal kept  

by Will Leighton, Avon Postmaster

October, 1909

8 C.C. Hovey was buried in Lima today.

19 T. H. Duffy died this evening.

20 Myron H. Bronson died today.

27 Edna Hogmire and George Williams were married 
this evening to night in Rochester

November

8 Only 276 votes were cast.

10 Herman Dooer and Frances Lacy were married this 
evening. It was a great surprise to all their friends.

22 St. Agnes Church Fair

December

12 Mr. Weed received word this am that his father, 
Charlie, had died last night at Austin, PA of heart disease.
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Avon Preservation & 
Historical Society  

awarded prestigious  
Barber S. Conable Award for 
its Opera Block Restoration

 Presented by the Landmark Society of  
Western NYS in a ceremony on East Avenue.

Opera BlockAvon Inn Newell Post - Photo by Carolyn Swanton


