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Our Big Carnival
There is a big time in store for Avon the week of September 2nd, 1912. Plans are underway by the Board of 

Trade for a BIG carnival that week. The park is to be walled in and filled with high-class attractions. A nominal 
admission charge to the park will be made and there will be free attractions that will be well worth the charge. 
Some attractions of the highest class have been booked. It is expected that the village will be brilliantly decorated 
and lighted by electricity for the evening events. The Board of Trade never does things by halves, so Avon may 
prepare for one grand time the first week of September.

The committee in charge is enthusiastic and working hard to secure the best that can be procured. Whenever 
they hear of anything that would tend to better the show it is quickly secured. There is to be an electrical 
display that has never been equaled in any small town in Western New York. The park and main streets will be 
illuminated in a manner equal to any city display. A contract was let for the electrical display and decorations 
to the G.A. Traham Company of Cohoes, NY. 

The committee also has a contract with C.S. Karland, Carnival Manager of the Rochester Theatrical Exchange 
to furnish the free attractions. He also has the contract for letting all concessions. If any people of Avon wish 
to take part in these make application to Mr. Follett. Mr. M.E. Ross has been appointed to head the agriculture 
exhibit. If any resident of Avon has anything in this line they wish to exhibit, they should contact him. 

Among the free attractions will be Animal Shows, Diving Girls, Vaudeville Acts, Riding Devices, as well as 
“Enigmarelle” the Electric Man. 

Seasonal Greetings! Summer Is At End 
& Fall Is Upon Us

Normally readers have expected a Corn Festival 
themed issue on or around the beginning of 

August.  This issue has taken the above theme 
to a more historical level and you will notice 
more pages.  Curator Joan Reid starts off on 
the remainder of this page and inside with 
a well researched piece on Avon’s weeklong 

Carnival of 1912 with some Vaudeville 
history at the finish.  Following, a brief 

piece on Avon’s 1938 Festival which lasted 
three days and an ad announcing Avon’s 
2001 Millennium celebration. More on 

these latter in a future issue. Does anyone 
remember our first Corn Festival? It lasted two full days! 

We’re entitling this issue:

A CENTURY PLUS: PIECES OF AVON’S CARNIVALS, FESTIVALS AND VAUDEVILLE HISTORY
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The advertising car was out and about distributing 
advertising fliers throughout the county and southern 
Monroe County. Anyone wishing to secure an 
advertising space in the flier should contact D.M. 
Lewis. It is expected that about eight thousand fliers 
will be distributed. There will be ten thousand printed. 
The price for an advertisement is $2.50 a space. 

Monday, September 2, Labor Day, will be the annual 
Inspection and Field Day of the Avon Fire Departments. 
There will be eleven companies and five bands in the 
line of march. The parade will be followed by a fine 
program of sports which will be open to local and 
visiting firemen.

After dinner has been served to the visiting firemen 
and bands at the parochial school banquet hall, the 
parade will start.  

The parade will form in Genesee Street opposite 
the post office in this order: Board of Trustees, Board 
of Fire Commissioners, Chief and visiting chiefs 
and assistants, Honeoye Falls Band, Caledonia Fire 
Department, Tennant Hose Company, Chemical 
Company, Spring Creek Hook and Ladder Co., 
Dansville Protectives, Avon Cornet Band, Avon Hose 
Co., VanZandt Hose Co., Avon Hook and Ladder Co., 
Chemicals, and Erie Hose. 

The fire whistle will be sounded and bell will be rung 
at 1:30pm sharp then the column will move around 
the north side of the park to East Main St. to Lacy St., 
counter march down East Main to Temple St. to Oak 
St. to Genesee St. to  West Main St. to  Wadsworth  
Ave. as far as Isham Ave. counter march to West Main 
St. to Genesee, around south side of the park where 
the procession will be reviewed by the Chief, Trustees, 
and Commissioners. The ranks will be broken in the 
vicinity of the fire hall.

A program of sports will follow, hose race, fat man’s 
race, 100 yard dash for the Avon firemen, 100 yard dash 
for visiting firemen, shoe race for boys under 12 years, 
knapsack race, three legged race, 100 yard dash for boys 
under 16 years, sack race and a half mile run. In the 
evening there will be music and dancing at Clark’s Hall. 

Tuesday is scheduled as Old Home Day. It is hoped 
that there will be a great gathering on that day. Prizes 
will be awarded to the exhibitors during the afternoon. 
At 10pm there will be a fine exhibit of fireworks. 

Wednesday afternoon there is to be a big 
Calithumpian parade in decorated automobiles. 
Enigmarelle, driving the first car, will lead the parade. 

Thursday a program of sports will take place. Among 
the events will be a modified marathon run. There will 
be fireworks at 10pm and dancing at Clark’s Hall.
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Friday is to be Grange Day. A public auction 
of livestock and other articles will be held in the 
afternoon. A display of fireworks will again be held in 
the evening. 

Saturday is Children’s Day; a big parade of children 
will take place and it is hoped that every child between 
the ages of five and sixteen will participate. These 
children will be admitted free of charge to the park 
enclosure. The Queen of the Carnival will be crowned 
in the evening and a good time will prevail until the 
carnival comes to a close at midnight. There is a 
contest for the Queen of the Carnival. Any young lady 
of this village may enter. The winner will be given a 
beautiful diamond ring. Remember the most popular 
and hard working young lady will win. 

Avon’s Street Carnival held last week was the 
biggest success of anything ever attempted in this 
village. The attendance was well over 10,000 people 
who paid admission to the park. The free attractions 
were of the highest order and well worth the price 
of admission. Emigmarelle, the mechanical man, 
was an attraction that has starred in Europe and this 
country as a headliner at all the leading vaudeville 
houses and proved to be a marvel. The Massand Duo 
were clever acrobats and received warm applause with 
each appearance. Frank Stephenson, son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Thomas V. Stephenson of this village also appeared on 
the slack wire. His performance has greatly improved 
since his last appearance and was well received. 

The Japanese booth had some handsome wares. 
Several striking machines, the shooting gallery and 
the popcorn man were very popular. Several merchants 
reported that they were surprised at the amount of 
business the carnival brought to the town. The circle 
wave, merry-go-round and show were quite well 
patronized. A man from Dansville said that he drove 
people to the carnival every day. Never was a village of 
this size decorated in such a handsome manner as was 
Avon for the Carnival. It was simply magnificent and 
caused a lot of comment from our out of town visitors. 
The park looks very fair now and after a shower or two 
nobody would ever know that it was used for a carnival. 
What’s the use of having a site of this kind if it cannot 
be enjoyed? The decorations were very beautiful. The 
monument was certainly an exquisite site and much 
admired. The lights attracted many at night and the 
flags gave an appearance of gaity in the daytime.

Miss Ethel Russell was crowned the Queen of the 
Carnival and received the diamond ring. The following 
are the winners of the field day sports:

Hose Race- First prize of a trumpet went to the 
VanZandt Hose second to Erie Hose. The winning 
tean was made up of R.D. Browne, J.D. Carson, Harry 
Boorman, Chester Westfall, Ray Downing, W.H. Clark, 
F.H. Cooper, W.O. Soper, Herbert Longfellow, and H.R. 
Gibson. Fat Man’s Race first prize of a smoking set went 
to  C.E. Hawley and second prize, a cigar case to A.C. 
VanAllen. First prize of an umbrella in the 100-yard 
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dash for firemen went to C.F. Richie and second prize 
of a scarf pin went to Ed Dooley. In the Shoe Race 
for boys, Francis Kellogg in first winning a pair of 
shoes, and William Master in second winning a pair of 
sneakers. Knapsack Race with Raymond Kennedy and 
Ray Downing in first winning 100 cigars and Chester 
Westfall and Stanley Weed in second winning 50 cigars. 
Three Legged Race with Ed Smith and Robert Downing 
in first winning 100 cigars and Chester Westfall and 
Stanley Weed in second winning 50 cigars. In the Boys 
Race, Louie Battalia in first winning a sweater coat and 
William Masters in second winning $1 box of candy. 
100-Yard Dash for all with Matt Cleary in first winning 
50lbs. of flour and Glen Webb in second winning 25 
lbs of candy. Half Mile Run with Carl Richie in first 
winning a set with a watch and chain, scarf pin and cuff 
links, and Harry Credit in second winning a watch fob 
and Ray Downing in third winning cuff links. 

Many stuffed poodle dogs were disposed of during 
the week, judging from the ladies and children who 
were carrying them away. Yes, the men, too, carried 
away a lot of them.   

H.C. Follett is certainly entitled to a world of credit 
for the success of the big event as he was the chairman 
of the committee and consequently had most of the 
work to do.  

In retrospect, the success of this carnival was due 
in part to the demise of the spa era, the improvement 
in the economy following the minor depression, the 
number of trains coming and going from Avon, the 
increase in those driving automobiles, and the sense 
of well-being that prevailed at this time.

Note: Enigmarelle was probably the first robot. It 
was an automaton constructed of 365 different parts 
and actuated by electricity. He is six feet in height, 
weights 198 lbs, and is composed of 365 distinct and 
separate parts. As to composition, the feet are iron, 
the lower limbs of steel and wood, the arms are steel 
and copper. The body is insulated steel wire frame 
cased with fiber and rawhide, while the head is wax. 
The figure  contains  seven motors, three of which 
are spring and four are electric which draw their 
power from wet-cell batteries concealed in the trunk. 
Unbottoning his waistcoat reveals a mass of wheelwork 
and wire, levers and cranks. Unfortunately, within all 
of this trumpery there beat no mechanical heart.  The 
figure rode a bicycle, wrote his name on a blackboard, 
and performed other tasks similar to a human being. 
Enigmarelle was exhibited in the London Hippodrome 
in June 1905. He also toured other capital cities in 
Europe playing to the nobility. His human companion 
was Frederick Ireland.

From Ord-Hume’s 
Clockwork Music

Another and equally spectacular “android” was that 
exhibited at the London Hippodrome in 1905. Called 
Enigmarelle, this seven-foot high figure possessed 
incredible abilities. It would walk onto the stage, write 
its name in somewhat backward-sloping manuscript 
upon a blackboard, and then ride a bicycle in a circle. 
Its head was of wax, its feet of steel and its legs of 
wood and iron. The motive power comprised no 
less than seven motors-three being spring, and four 
electric which drew their power from wet-cell batteries 
conceled in the trunk. Unbuttoning its waistcoat 
revealed a mass of wheelwork and wires, levers, and 
cranks. Unfortunately, within all this trumpery there 
beat no mechanical heart, but that of a real, live man.

Avon News-Herald, Aug. 1912 Introducing “Enigmarelle,” 
a clever mechanical and 

electrical automaton.

The Automaton 
riding a bicycle
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Behind the Scenes
 We have received several donations recently. Mr. 
Steve Stephenson donated a copy of the 1931 AHS 
yearbook. Mr. Michael Carroll donated a lovely piece of 
pottery for a raffle at the Corn Festival. The American 
Sewing Guild at the Wesleyan Church also donated a 
quilted wall hanging for a raffle at the Corn Festival. 
James Brewer purchased an original Howdy Doody in 
the box from Mrs. Howard Anderson. It was given to Mr. 
Anderson in 1950. The ACS donated a copy of the 2014 
yearbook. The Class of 1964 gave a donation for the 
museum. Chief Dan Snyder and team came for a visit 
on July 22nd. Three Trustees attended a workshop in 
Batavia on cemetery preservation. Three Trustees will 
be attending a workshop on August 20th in Geneseo. 
It is the 3rd Annual Basic Museum Training seminar. 

House Plaques
The plaque is a metal oval, about 10 inches wide, 
with the construction year of your home and the 
words “Avon Historical Society” printed in gold.

The plaque is available for $75. 

For further information or the  
necessary forms, contact: 

James Brewer 
14 Nune Park 

Avon, NY 14414

Phone 226-2729

Remember, these plaques make nice gifts.  
A plaque can be ordered for any home  

regardless of age.
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A Note From History!
 In the last issue I told you about the cost of travel 
in the early 1800’s. When folks traveled, they also had 
to depend on the various taverns and inns along the 
way for food and lodging. In 1805 at the Hosmer Inn in 
Avon, breakfast consisted of good coffee, excellent tea, 
loaf sugar, mutton chops, waffles, berry pie, preserved 
berries, excellent bread, and an onion salad. At General 
Hall’s Inn in Bloomfield, breakfast consisted of tea, 
toast, and broiled venison. Dinner often consisted of 
bacon and eggs or salt pork or beef. The cost of staying 
overnight at an inn at a Genesee Country hostelry and 
of obtaining a meal was about 12 ½ cents apiece or a 
little less for lodging. In 1812, one breakfast was 12 
½¢ and one dinner was 18¢. In 1809, the charges at 
the better taverns were 2 & 6 pence per meal and 1 
shilling for your bed.

Happy traveling!

Message from APHS Window 
Design/Director

Planning themes, gathering artifacts and “dressing” the APHS Museum 
windows in Avon’s Opera Block on a monthly basis is both challenging 

and fun! It’s a challenge to come up with new ideas and themes for each 
display, but it is also fun and very satisfying to arrange the items in their 

appropriate positions so the windows look appealing for viewers passing by.

I try not to repeat any displays although some deal with the same subject 
at certain times of the year. eg. Veterans, Christmas and Memorial Day - 

not to mention June Graduation time! There is always the challenge 
to vary the display content.

The Coyne and Barber-Mulligan Farms and the many schools that have 
been and are in the Avon area continue to be of ongoing interest.

One theme stands out as having been the most fun to plan and 
display: “The Ode to the Outhouse.” It certainly drew LOTS of attention!! 
I am always open to new ideas - does anyone have an idea for a display?

PLEASE LET ME KNOW!! 

Geri Brewer, APHS Board Trustee, Display/Director



Avon Preservation & Historical Society
MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please fill in below, tear off, and return to: 
AVON PRESERVATION AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

23 Genesee Street • Avon, New York 14414

Name: ____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

City, State, Zip: _____________________________

Telephone: (           ) _________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________

Indicate desired membership level
(    ) Individual $10 (    ) Business $30

(    ) Family $20  (    ) Donation

Please make check payable to AP&HS

May we contact you to volunteer?
(    ) Yes  (    ) No

Phone: 585-226-2425 x22
Email: SKnight.aphs@gmail.com

Non-Profit Org.
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
Rochester, NY 
Permit #298 

Avon Preservation and 
Historical Society 
Avon Town Hall
23 Genesee Street 
Avon, New York 14414

Address Service Requested

AP&HS Board of Trustees 2014

Museum Hours:  
Thursday, 2-4 • Sunday, 2-4,  

Or by appointment.

*If you know of a friend or relative who wants a 2013-14 
membership, the form below can be cut out and used. 

 (One perk is that they will receive the newsletter!)

Jean Batzing 
Geri Brewer 
Dan Cochrane
Carol Hayes
Dr. Robert Hayes
Sharon Knight
Mary Lou Miller
Pat Moran
Clara Mulligan 
Barbara Scott

Bob Westfall 
President 

John DuBois 
Vice President

Jim Gerace 
Treasurer

Joan Reid 
Curator

James Brewer 
Assistant Curator

Mark Your Calendars!


