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We Remember…
The names listed below are Avonites who passed away in 2009. We will miss them and much appreciate 

their time here. Every generation hopes that there will be younger people who step up and fill those vacancies. 
This year is no exception and it is with deep regret if anyone has been left from this list that should have 
been included. Memorials to the AP&HS, can be arranged through Richard Burke, Chairman.

In Memoriam
Frances C. Bailey - longest standing member of the First Presbyterian Church

Wilson J. Davidson - 57 years with the East Avon Fire Dept. and a past president;  
Avon Lions Club member, Avon Springs Masonic Lodge#570 for 49 years.

Berenice Freiburger, Librarian for nineteen years at the Avon Free Library

James Fusco, lifelong resident, local farmer, patron of St. Agnes Church.

Joseph “Jesse” Gelsomino, caring citizen and patron of St Agnes Church

Dr. Christian J. Haller, D.V.M., Avon veterinarian from his residence at 83 E. Main Street from 
the 1950’s to the construction of the hospital on Rochester St. Member of the 4 D’s jazz combo. 
Rotarian Person of the Year.

Williard “Bill” Hess - Avon Pharmacist, Rexall Drug Store, Avon Rotary Club

Louis N. Mairs, US Coast Guard in WWll, regional sales manager for Kraft Foods.

Arthur J. Marschke - age 99, former Avon mayor

Walter Nelson - Veteran, member of Avon VFW

Mrs. Betty J. Neubeck (nee Snyder) - Town of Avon employee and patron of St. Agnes

Mrs. Joyce Parker, first president and co-founder of Avon Lioness

Melissa Rowe - landscape architect, member of AP&HS focusing on our downtown  
restoration project.

Mrs. Marguerite “Peggy” Slaight - Rotarian Person of the Year, church worker and  
Avon Lioness, past president

Mrs. Pearl Sutfin, Honored at the Bicentennial Parade of 2008 as Avon’s Oldest resident,  
died age 104

Wilford T. Trewer - Conductor on the (Conrail) Erie RR and Charter member of the AP&HS, 
Veteran of the Army Air Corp, an inspector of the B-26, the Martin Marauder.

Mrs. Barb Vanderbuilt - Avon Lioness, past president and Board Member for the Avon Free Library 
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President’s Report 
January 2010

“Looking Both Ways”
By Richard Burke

As a proud parent of a 4 year old, I always remind her to 
look both ways when crossing the street.  In my message 
I’m reminded to look both ways, first looking back on 
the year that was, and again looking forward at the great 
opportunities which lie ahead in 2010.  Last year was a 
solid year for the Avon Historical Society.  We began the 
year collaborating with the Chamber of Commerce in a 
tribute to Avon’s agriculture, both current and historic.  A 
well attended reception was held, and much was learned 
and confirmed by those attending.  Our Speaker Programs 
continued to provide an informative treat to any and all.  
Our booth at last year’s Corn Festival once again allowed 
us to inform and educate on Avon’s History, by distributing 
“Guideposts,” a booklet offering a wonderful timeline of 
the seminal events in Avon since the time of the Senecas.  
This is an absolute must for any Avon household (and 
can still be purchased at a criminally low price).  Finally, 
much planning was undertaken to layout the design and 
function of our new Exhibit space.  We can’t technically 
call it a museum (if you see me on the street, ask me and 
I can further explain).

For 2010, the curtain has come up on our new stage, 
in the historic Opera Block.  We look forward to using 
this space to display Avon’s history, and create interactive 
exhibits for schoolchildren to learn and enjoy the fruits of 
our community’s ancestry.  Our Society and its Members are 
eternally grateful to the Avon Town Board.  Their foresight 

and perseverance in making the Opera Block a treasured 
landmark, will endure as a crown jewel situated in the very 
heart of our town, for all to see and marvel.  It is, perhaps, 
the most productive use of public space since Gilbert Berry 
tossed a rope across the Genesee River and opened his 
much needed and admired rope ferry.  As the project was 
first presented, skeptics were plentiful.  With the planned 
renovation now complete (and significantly under budget), 
many taxpayers can see for themselves how their money 
was spent, and they can appreciate the craftsmanship of the 
work performed on this uniquely Avon landmark.

As I’ve said before, we are the documentarians of our 
time, and our obligations are not diminished with the 
passage of time.  We now have a high profile space that 
can exhibit those historic photos, letters, and documents 
from the former Sons and Daughters of Avon.  We need 
you to help us in this endeavor.  Please consider giving or 
lending to us your photos, documents, or other pieces of 
Avon’s history so that it may be properly displayed for all 
to see and enjoy.  If you are so inclined, please contact any 
member of our Society, and we will ensure your treasure 
will receive the utmost care and preservation.  We all have 
items that are far too important to remain in a desk or 
closet.  These precious relics have a story to tell, and we 
now have a glorious stage in which it can be told to an ever 
expanding audience.
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Old Postcard of the Whiting Block

Don’t Forget The  

AnnuAl Meeting 
January 24th

1:30PM  
at the Village Hall

Editorial: What’s in a Name? 
By Carolyn Swanton

One of the most devastating fires in Avon was that of the 
United States Hotel, depicted so vividly in John Lyth’s large 
oil painting displayed at the Avon Bank of Castile located at 
263 East Main St. The hotel was at the southern crest of the 
West Main Street hill, commanding a view for sunsets across 
the flatlands, of the Genesee until 1874 when fire destroyed 
much of downtown wiping out the most vital business spot 
in town. Those who remember the Star Market fire or the 
more recent Hurricane Technologies fire understand the 
feeling of dread to see our downtown in flames.

City fathers must have worried about the future of Avon 
perhaps more then than they might have in today’s world. 
Enter Eugene M. Whiting from Caledonia who undertook 
the bold construction of a large brick (thus more fireproof 
- more expensive) building which quickly replaced the lost 
hub. Eugene’s brother, Charles Foster Whiting (1853 - 1935) 
moved to Avon the next year becoming president of the Avon 
Hook & Ladder and proprietor of the Whiting Building. For 
over a century this majestic edifice has been known as the 
Whiting Block honoring the two brothers who stepped in 
to ensure our town’s future.

Every new owner continues to ensure this future, there 
is no doubt in that, but is it right for a new owner to give 
an old structure another name? Legally perhaps, but has 
anyone else equaled the years and effort that the Whiting 
family put in? Should history remember this Victorian 
structure as our ancestors did, or give it a new name each 
time it transfers hands, as it has in the Gilbert Building, 
D’Angelo Building and now the Schultz Block? Let us know 
what do you think?
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