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Avon Preservation  
& Historical Society 

Corn Festival
By Jean Batzing

The 24th Rotary Corn Festival will be held August 12 
and as always gives the Avon Preservation and Historical 
Society an opportunity to share in telling Avon’s History. 
This year we will have double exposure. You may visit the 
AP&HS Tent in the same spot as before with books and 
artifacts to peruse. A new collectible is now available of 
the Opera Block.

As you know the AP&HS is now located in the Opera 
Block in the space that used to be the A & P Store. That 
area will also be open 10:00AM to 3:00PM the day of the 
Festival.

The AP&HS book for this year will be on the Opera 
Block. It will have history, yes, but also newfound historical 
information, interviews, and plenty of pictures. Debbie 
Morrow, a new Avon resident, is the author and will be in 
the tent to autograph the book.

Memberships for the year 2010 will be available in both 
places:

Single $5.00
Family $10.00
Business $15.00

Our former Mayor, Bill Mulvaney’s barber shop 
with the Class of 1959. 

Photo donated by Mrs. Dana Collins

Avon Barns 
By Carolyn Swanton

Farming has been a vital component of New York 
State’s economy and social history for centuries. For 
every farmhouse there was at least one barn, more if 
they prospered. The New York State Barns Restoration 
Preservation Program is a matching small-grants initiative 
to assist in educating rural communities and encourage 
interested parties to apply for grants.

“This diverse collection of barns (in New York) 
contributes to a rich tapestry of rural life and history. But 
we are in danger of losing these valuable assets. Many of 
these structures have fallen into disrepair as their use 
becomes obsolete, others decay and collapse from neglect.” 
(www.barncoalition.com) We see it all around us. You 
can help by joining the quoted organization at Cornell 
University and capture at least with photography some of 
our examples.

Avon is rich with beautiful barns in the village as well as 
the township. They are valuable assets to a village home and 
are usually kept in good condition. Some have even gained 
notoriety. Daniel Fink’s book “Barns of  the Genesee Country” 
is a treasure trove for anyone researching the history of this 
area. Fink introduces a chapter, in his comprehensive book, 
on silos and noted that in 1884 a trench (underground) silo 
was constructed south of Fowlerville Road on Route 39, 
making it one of the earliest in the country constructed by 
white men. (Fink, page 243).

A silo is any structure which stores and keeps dry, 
bulk materials for farming, usually grain. Grain silos 
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Photos of the Silo Barn 
Tenant House
A. June, Jerry, Nathan & 
Eileen Smith.
B. Aubrey & Carrie Smith, 
Charles
& Alice Ace, parents, 
Howard & Mildred Smith, 
Jerry and June Smith in the 
front of the house.
C. Gail Beckwith Solomon 
at 9 months with friend.

became in vogue in this country after the American Civil 
War, replacing corn cribs and barn lofts, which left barns 
vulnerable to fires. The Swedish are generally given credit 
for introducing the concept of the silo in Europe, dating 
back many centuries. But the American Iroquois had their 
own version of silos for corn storage which was appreciated 
very early by the Wadsworth Family farms of Avon. Their 
early silo gained such a reputation, that even the remains 
of the silo are revered.

The “Silo Barn”
by Diane Rice Meyer

 “On May 30, 1930 my mother, Ernestine Benscoter 
Rice at age five, came from Pennsylvania with her mother, 
Alice Smith Benscoter to live with Alice’s parents (Aubrey 
& Carrier Smith) who lived in the tenant house on the Silo 
Farm. It was a two family dwelling separated by a large room 
in the middle with doors for each house.

Howard Smith purchased the farm from the Wadsworths. 
My Mom was told the reason the farm was called the Silo 
Farm was in one of the barns there are four cement bases 
about three feet high that are the remains of the silo from 
the first barn.”

Mrs. Shevrick (Case) lived at Talley Ho (further south on 
Route 39). She purchased two Guernsey cows and left them 
at the Silo Farm where Aubrey would milk them and bring 
the milk to Talley Ho. Some of the people who worked at 
Talley Ho were Charlie Orman and his wife, and daughter, 
Bessie, with my grandmother, Alice. Around 1937 Aubrey 
and Carrie bought a farm on Oak Openings Road and son 
Howard Smith and his son Jerry ran the farm.

Editor’s Note: Curious about the “Silo Barn” in Avon, I 
was surprised to learn that my former ACS classmate and 
friend, Diane Rice Meyer, personally knew so much about 
it. She explained in a letter learning about the farm from 
his mother in the story above.

Barns in the Village of Avon
by Carolyn Swanton

I never though it was odd (until I went to college) that 
we had a barn when I grew up, as most everyone else on 
Main Street in Avon did. Everyone had owned livestock for 
transportation when the houses were built in our historic 
village. Veterinarians had their practices in the large barns 
behind their houses like Dr. Christian J. Haller on E. 
Main St. and Dr. Francis Sutterby on Wadsworth Avenue. 
These barns are a part of the reason that Avon qualifies as 
an Historical Village. It could be placed on the National 
Register as Geneseo and Pittsford have been.

A.

B.

C.

Col. Orange Sackett’s barn on Oak was the first on that street. 
(Fred Brown’s home).
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Big Tree Register
Jim Orman kindly called to let us know where the record 

book cottonwood tree stands. He recalled a wedding photo 
being taken “by the tree that made the Guinness Book of 
Records.” It is currently a 475 point tree according to Mark 
Gooding, Forester for the DEC who remeasured it and 
reported it to Albany so that it is now listed as Number 1 
on the big tree register website as New York State’s largest 
tree of that species.

Merv Abbott has been patiently waiting to locate the tree. 
With owner, Tom Lawriw’s permission we took photos of 
the tree and measured the girth ourselves to find it 29.5 
feet (not inches) around. It is on old Reverdy Wadsworth 
land and is about 225 years old. If it would only talk, what 
an oral history that would be!

Other barns of distinction 
in town.

A. North Ave. B. E. Main St. from Lacy St.
C. Genesee St. D. Clinton St.

New York State’s largest cottonwood tree; Carolyn Swanton, 
Tom Lawriw and Mervin Abbott on Mill Street in Avon.

Photo James Brewer

B.

C.

D.

Dr. Sutterby’s Vet Business was in this wide gambrel barn on 
Wadsworth Avenue.
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One Hundred Years Ago
What made the Journal kept by Will Leighton, Avon Postmaster

April, 1910
6 - Rev. O. p. Farron died this evening in a Rochester 

Hospital.
11 - Father Farron was buried today. The funeral was one 

of the largest ever held in Avon.
14 - Rudy Van Zandt Crosby died about 7:30PM (married 

on 10 months - childbirth)
16 - Jim Dooer, Howard Gott, J. L. Westfall, Will Lang 

and Bud Wheeler were bearers at Ruby V. Crosby’s funeral 
at 2:00PM.

19 - Viola Smith Henderson died this A.M.
20 - Announcements are out tonite that Allie Van Allen 

was married yesterday. It is a surprise to all his friends.
27 - Flats are flooded to Canawagus.

Current News  
Debbie Kidd donated a flour sack from the Light Bros. 

Mill at Littleville. This is on display at the new Exhibition 
Hall. Jean Schoenthal of Floral World donated some 
materials from the D’Angelo Macaroni business. These 
donations help build our collection and tangible artifacts 
that help preserve our heritage. Think of us when you do 
spring cleaning. If it is old and from Avon, chances are we 
are interested! We would especially appreciate a piano bench 
or stool. Our pump organ works, but one must be seated 
to use both feet.

ERROR
The newsletter editor truly misses our retired proofreader, 

Mary Ann Margiotta, who would have easily caught the 
mix up with the Wally Whipples and the Robert Clarks in 
our last issue. Sometimes it takes fresh eyes to catch the 
obvious mistakes. Anyone attending the meetings can be 
a proofreader.

May
21 - Halley’s Comet could be faintly seen fron Avon this 

evening.
23 - Flossie Cleavland died tonite.
28 - A very good view of Halley’s Comet was seen in the 

western sky tonite.
30 - The Sanitarium has been completely refurnished 

and is being opened as a first class hotel under the name 
of the AVON INN. Miss Laverty’s canning factory is now 
being built.

June
4 - Mr. Kellogg and Mr. Weed went to Rochester to get 

a Hudson auto.
12 - At 10:30PM, the fire alarm sounded the fire being in 

the Gans car at the Erie Shops. The interior was ruined.
23 - About 200 were present at the Alumni Banquet at 

the Avon Inn.
30. - L. M. pease was buried this afternoon.


