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Opera Block

• June 12, 1919 Parade of returned soldiers. Dinner at 
the Avon Inn, dance at the Opera Block. 

• February 22, 1922 Masquerade Ball.

Activities diminished in the Hall as other locations 
became available, notably, the construction of Avon High 
School, 1907 and St. Agnes School, 1908, each with its 
own auditorium/gymnasium facilities. The condition of the 
great hall has worsened over time, but without the need 
for the large auditorium to be “up-graded,” we have a gem 
of rare beauty holding most of the original design in tact. 
Autographs of performers, dressing room commentary, the 
stage with spots for gas lighting, the floor of unusual design, 
wainscoting, box office - all as they have always been.

With purchase of the building by the Town of Avon, 
it is planned that space will be utilized to best serve the 
community and to preserve its history as well.

The Opera Hall was the site for musicals, dances, 
dramatic productions, vaudeville, minstrel shows, lectures, 
high school graduations, and at one time, basketball games. 
Will Leighton listed many of the activities in his journal. 
Entries for the Opera Block include:

• June 19, 1905 Prize speaking contest at the Opera 
House with first place going to Ed Nobel and 
Margaret Sackett.

• June 22, 1905 Alumni banquet was held at the 
Livingston Hotel with the dance at the Opera House. 

• November 15, 1905 Businessmen’s Carnival

• February 15, 1906 Minstrel Show

• June 18, 1906 Essay Contest

• November 13,1907 Chemical Company (firemen) 
gave a well-attended play, “Way Down South”.

• December 27, 1907 Leap Year Party. 55 couples 
attended.

• May 22, 1908 DeRue Brothers Minstrel Company is 
in town.

• November 10, 1908 Minstrel Show using local talent.

• February 19, 1912 The new Avon Board of Trade 
holding an Industrial Exposition. It was estimated 
that over 2,000 attended during the week.

• February 21, 1912 Senior Class Dance.

• December 28, 1914 - Troop M. Ball. New Troop M 
(militia) sworn in at Ashantee March 21, 1914.

• March 12, 1917 Troop M returned (WWI) with a big 
celebration in the Park.

• March 16, 1917 Reception and dance for Troop M at 
the Opera Block.
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Avon Town Hall
J. C. Walliss Hardware stood on the site of the present 

Avon Town Hall at 27 Genesee Street. In 1906, it was 
destroyed by fire. The property was purchased by the State 
Bank of Avon and a new building was planned.

William Leighton closely charted progress of construction 
in his journal, from the August 7, 1906 entry stating that bids 
for the building had been received, through the foundation 
work August 29; brick laying September 13; timbers, 
September 19; arrival of stone from Carson Brothers on 
September 24; placing of cut stone, September 25, etc. On 
March 23, 1907, Judges Nash and Carter moved into upper 
rooms in the new building and banking transactions began 
on the first floor May 6.

The Great Depression had a mighty effect on Avon, as it 
did throughout the country. On October 26, 1931, the State 
Bank of Avon was taken over by the Banking Department 
for liquidation. Though the bank was closed and people had 
to travel to other communities for any banking business, 
the building was saved through diligence and financial 
investment on the part of a group of individuals from the 
community.

In 1934, the Union Trust Bank opened at the site. 
There was great rejoicing in the streets of Avon as band 
music, parades and ribbon-cutting welcomed the new 

financial institution. The 
name of the bank evolved 
between 1934 and 1980, 
as companies merged, so 
that it was Marine Midland 
Bank that moved to the new 
location on the east side of 
Genesee Street in October, 
1982. Since that date, the 
building has served as Avon 
Town Hall and is home to 
the Museum of the Avon 
Preservation and Historical 
Society.

And Look At Us Now!
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AVON TOWN BOARD PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, the residents and guests of the great Town of 

Avon, New York recognize the 90th birthday of Jean Ersla 
Downing Batzing, a giving member of our community, 
which she loves so dearly.

WHEREAS, Jean was born February 23, 1921, in our 
community of then mostly farmers. Jean was the first baby 
born to the original members of The Inverness Community 
Club, whose records begin about 1920 listing members and 
activities through 2003. Original members are all deceased; 
and

WHEREAS, most of Jean’s childhood was spent at 55 
East Main Street, graduating from Avon Central School 
in 1939. The Senior Vesper Service was held in the High 
School Auditorium and the program had a scripture 
reading, prayers and the singing of the hymn, “Jesus Calls 
Us”; and

WHEREAS, attendance at the Geneseo Normal School, 
where one could choose the study of teacher or librarian. 
In 1943, Jean was amongst the first class to graduate under 
the four year plan, then named the University of the State 
of New York in Geneseo; and

WHEREAS, she began her career in teaching, then 
returning to the University to continue her education and 
in 1960 received her Master’s degree and retired after 33 
years of teaching and serving as an administrator and;

WHEREAS, also in 1960 Jean was married to Dewey, 
both being of the same mind as others of that era, that 
marriage is forever. Their marriage was one that they both 
treasured until death did them part on September 8, 1993 
with Dewey’s passing and;

WHEREAS, Jean has volunteered in many capacities such 
as the Livingston County Children’s Protective Association, 
a driver for the Avon Nutrition Center, as an early Member 
of the Avon Preservation and Historical Society, the 
Millennium Celebration, and Red Cross Blood Drives, 
Friendly Service Representative for the Livingston County 
Retired Teachers Association, Election Inspector, a judge 
of the Avon Springs Lodge Youth Talent Show, Crop Walk, 
Avon Interfaith Council, Livingston County Cooperative 
Extension Board of Directors, Farm Home Administration, 
Chairman of the Cancer Drive for the Town of Avon, Judge 
for Brainstormers and Odyssey of the Mind, Episcopal 
Church Home, Avon Nursing Home, the Livingston County 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Service, Lay Eucharist and 
lay reader and;

WHEREAS, Mrs. Batzing has deep roots in the Avon 
Community and exemplifies outstanding citizenry, a 
tradition of excellence in teaching, farming, volunteering 
and a commitment to the Avon Community and the great 
State of New York.

WHEREAS, she was honored with a “Surprise Birthday 
Celebration” held February 20, 2011 at the Opera Block/Town 
Hall on the third floor, with more than 190 attendees.

Therefore, Be it Resolved the Avon Town Board does 
hereby formally recognize

JEAN ERSLA DOWNING BATZING’S  
90TH BIRTHDAY

by declaring February 23rd as Jean Ersla Downing 
Batzing Day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my Hand and 
Signature

David L. LeFeber, Supervisor

NEW YORK STATE PROCLAMATION
Whereas, it is the desire of the community to celebrate 

great occasions and recognize the achievements of its 
citizens. Birthdays are one such celebration of a life well 
lived and a tribute to the individual from family and friends; 
and

Whereas, Mrs. Jean Batzing was born February 23, 1921, 
and celebrates her 90th Birthday this year, a momentous 
occasion to be shared by her family and friends. Jean 
Batzing celebrates nearly a century of good times and loving 
memories, first with her husband, Dewey, they enjoyed 33 
years together building their home on Poison Ivy Lane in 
Caledonia. Jean Batzing is a graduate of the State University 
of New York at Geneseo, and was both a teacher and then 
served as principal at the Livonia Central School District; 
and she is a volunteer for many community organizations; 
and further be it

Resolved, that as a duly elected Member of the State 
Assembly of New York, I recognize that on the most 
auspicious occasion of Jean Batzing’s 90th Birthday 
Celebration, February 20, 2011, we pause to recognize a 
deserving individual, one who is worthy of the esteem of 
both the Community and the great State of New York.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto Set my Hand and 
Signature, Dated: February 20, 2011

Daniel J. Burling, Member of Assembly

Celebrations!
The APHS Board of Trustees are delighted to announce that for the first time since the 

Roarin’ 20’s, the third floor of Avon’s Opera Block was opened for a public gathering and 
celebration. This event was truly the culmination of a year filled with the tremendous joy 
and anticipation of opening our new museum, historian’s office and meeting rooms.



Non-Profit Org.
US POSTAGE 

paid 
Avon, NY 14414 

Permit #7

Avon Preservation and 
Historical Society 
avon Opera Block/Town Hall
23 Genesee Street 
avon, New York 14414

Address Service Requested

Buy A House Plaque Here
The plaque is a metal oval, about 10 inches wide, with the construction 

year of your home and the words “Avon Historical Society” printed in gold.

The plaque is available for $75. For further information or the necessary 
forms, contact: James Brewer, 14 Nune Park, Avon, NY 14414. Phone 226-
2729.

Remember, these plaques make nice gifts. A plaque can be ordered for any 
home regardless of age.

AP&HS Board of Trustees 2011

Richard Burke 
President 

Robert Westfall 
Vice President

Charles puls 
Treasurer

Joan Reid 
Curator

Jean Batzing

James Brewer

Mary Lou Miller

Nancy  
Brown-pachuta

dana Collins

dr. Robert Hayes

Carol Hayes

Sharon Knight

Geri Brewer

John duBois

James Gerace

The Sesquicentennial  
of the Civil War

Commemorative county-wide Bell Ringing 
Event was held on Tuesday, April 12, 2011 at 
10:00am.

On Tuesday, April 12th at 10:00 am churches, schools and 
individuals in every corner of the county were requested 
to simultaneously ring bells for two minutes to mark the 
solemn occasion. The public was invited to gather together 
to reflect upon the sound of the bells, the “call to battle” and 
the effects of the Civil War.  After the bells were silenced, 
community leaders, teachers and students were asked to 
read an appropriate poem or passage.

Tidbits 
From Will Leighton’s Journal 
Provided by Barbara Dolgos

C 1911 c
April ~
5  M.W. Hine was elected fire chief

12 There was a grass fire in the vacant lot next to 
Nesbit.

15 Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Clark have a new baby (Relly)

21 Harry Carr, a switchman was killed in the railroad 
yards about 10 a.m. He got his foot caught in a 
guard rail and 2 cars ran over him.

24 Mabel Clark & Howard Gott announced their 
engagement today

28 Henry Burt came today to act as Mgr. of the  
Avon Inn.

May ~
20 Fred Chappell has a new auto

26 Mr. Hall died about 11 p.m. tonight.


