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Past & 
Future 

Programs

Recent programs both well attended
Up and Coming

Sunday, april 28th • 2-4pM 
at MuSeuM - 2nd Floor

David Palmer on “Women Surviving in the 19th Century Home”
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Please join the APHS Board of Trustees in 
honoring the Memory of our long time, 

and very dedicated member

Dana Pfenninger
Collins

October 24, 1924 - April 23, 2012

Dana’s name has been inscribed on 
our Memorial Plaque which hangs in 

our museum

She is greatly missed by all

It’s said that History is a Living Thing.

I have recently been reflecting on the history 
my generation has lived through. Things that my 
grandchildren are reading about in school. My 
classmates from Avon Central were born at the dawn 
of World War II. Early on we saw the widespread 
growth of television; the Army McCarthy hearings, & 
the birth of Rock and Roll.

The 60’s started out peacefully, but so much happened 
in those 10 years! We witnessed the assassinations of 
a President, a Civil Rights Leader, and a U.S. Senator, 
who in all likelihood would have been President. I’ve 
often wondered how history would have changed had 
these men lived! And we watched a man walking on 
the moon! Imagine that.

We saw a century end and a new one begin - with 
the new century we witnessed the worst attack on U.S. 
soil ever. We have seen leaders who inspired us and 
ones who disappointed us; wars that divided us and 
ones that united us.  We’ve seen the election of the 
first African American President.

Through all of this Avon has been a refuge, a great 
place to live and raise children. I left when I was 19, 
came back for good at 57 and it’s been a great joy. Now 
I watch my grandchildren thriving in school in Avon 
and making lifelong friends.

I’ve touched on just a few historic times in my life.  
There are many more. History truly is a living thing.

 a reflection From the aphS president -
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annual report - 
2012 Museum Statistics

678 persons visited the APHS Museum

this included :

• 82 Avon Central 6th Graders

• 45 Avon Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts

• 15 Kraft Foods Retirees 

 In addition:

 The Museum was open for two “Avon Saturday Night 
Out” events - 40 visitors and on

• Memorial Day - 50 visitors

• Corn Festival Tent Venue:  200+ visitors

• Museum on Corn Festival Day: 86 visitors 
 (Combined profits for the day: $1943.50, plus 
 16 memberships were sold)

 APHS Newsletter: Published four times. Feb/Mar; 
May (Memorial Issue); July/Aug (Corn Festival Issue); 
and Nov/Dec

 Issues focus seasonally and often thematically. 
The GV Penny Saver is now collating, folding, stapling 
and mailing this communication for us. 

Various Board Members have attended/participated:

• Livingston County Attic Days in Geneseo

• WNY Assoc. of Historic Agencies Workshops

 Other: 2012 saw a new APHS publication compiled 
by Curator Joan Reid & Asst Curator Jim Brewer and 
perfected by a team of proofers, entitled “Avon Recalls 
the Past.” This book has enjoyed a tremendous positive 
response: 200+ copies have been sold, and it is now in 
its fourth printing!

 The Board has “deaccessioned” the gift to us of a 
Horsedrawn Hearse/Sleigh to Jim Jerris.

 In addition, we have 
“deaccessioned” the gift of an 
Erie Railroad Bench to The 
NYS Railroad Museum on 
East River Road in Rush. It 
will have a plaque affixed: 
Gift of Avon Preservation 
and Historical Society.

Behind the Scenes!
As I was sitting here pondering the challenges of the 

organization, it became very clear that I will probably 
never complete this list. So!

It’s really not the tortoise life for me! What I could 
really use is to clone myself or encourage some of you 
wonderful members to just volunteer for a bit of time. 
Then we could all go play!

The Curator

 avon historical notes
Compiled by Henry R. Selden

 Preface: Avon New York is one of the beauty 
spots of the Genesee Valley and its history embraces 
many interesting incidences of historic note in the 
developing of the Valley.

 Its Sulfur Springs are of international fame and for 
many years it was a leading health resort.

 After the destruction by fire of most of the hotels 
and bath houses, they were never rebuilt, but there is 
a movement on foot at the present time to have the 
State take the  Springs over and develop them. (Editor’s 
note: Image that!!!)

 The following are some of the “Highlights” in Avon’s 
history:

 1812 - Construction of the White Horse Tavern 
begun by John Pierson. After his death it was finished.

200 years ago:
  1813 - Capt. Ezekiel Wadsworth and Capt. 
Daniel Bigelow of Avon led their companies in The 
Battle of Black Rock (Buffalo) as part of Col. Samuel 
Blakeslee’s Regiment (Caledonia).



*If you know of a friend or relative who wants a 2013 membership, the form below  
can be cut out and used. (One perk is that they will receive the newsletter!)

Non-Profit Org.
US PoSTAGe 

paid 
Avon, NY 14414 

Permit #7

Avon Preservation and 
Historical Society 
avon Town Hall
27 Genesee Street 
avon, New York 14414

address Service requested

ap&hS Board of trustees 2013

Robert Westfall 
President

James Gerace 
Treasurer

Joan Reid 
Curator

James Brewer 
Assistant Curator

Jean Batzing 
Geri Brewer 
Richard Burke
John duBois
Carol Hayes
dr. Robert Hayes
Sharon Knight
Mary Lou Miller
pat Moran
Jerry Sutfin
Clara Mulligan Watson

Museum Hours:  
Thursday, 2-4 • Sunday,  
2-4, Or by appointment.

attention: MeMBerShip renewal updateS - pleaSe read Below

Dear APHS Member or Potential Member:
Please fill out membership form as follows:

1. Complete personal information, include  
e-mail address.

Name: ____________________________________

address: __________________________________

City, State, Zip: _____________________________

Telephone: (           ) _________________________

E-mail: ________________________________
2. Choose membership type  - Please Check 

o Individual $10 o Business $30
o Family $20 o Lifetime $100

3. Choose - o New or o Renewal

Clip & Mail

Avon Preservation & Historical Society • MeMBerShip ForM

4. May we contact you to volunteer? o Yes o No
Volunteer Choice - please Check

o Museum Docent o Corn Festival
o Maintenance of Museum o Inventory
o Annual Meeting  o Refreshments
o Other o None

5. please make checks payable to the ap&HS, and 
mail to the Museum at 23 Genesee Street,  
avon, NY 14414.

Any questions please phone  

585-226-2425 ext. 22.  

We would love to hear from you! 


