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Did You Know? - From the Curator 

George Washington, as president in the 1790’s, said 
that he resented those who were creating a threat to 
his young republic by cheating the Indians out of their 
lands. His army was fighting the Indians in the Ohio 
Valley, but the powerful alliance of six nations in New 
York was warning that there were what the Seneca 
Chief, Red Jacket called “rusty places on the chain of 
friendship” between them and the United States. In 
1794, Washington sent the postmaster general, Timothy 
Pickering, to renew the peace with the Seneca Nation. 
The result was the Canandaigua Treaty. This affirmed the 
nation’s right to their lands and established “firm peace 
and friendship” with them. It bound the U.S. to make a 
one-time payment of $10,000, plus annual payments of 
$4,500 in goods including calico cloth, which the natives 

prized. To commemorate this agreement, Washington 
commissioned a six-foot long wampum belt depicting 
13 figures, representing the 13 states linked with figures 
representing the Haudenosaunee. They still have it. This 
so called “Calico Treaty” is one of the earliest the U.S. 
entered into and is still in force today. Every July, the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs sends what amounts to a square 
yard of cloth per tribal citizen to the tribes except the 
Mohawks. The U.S. believes that the Mohawks were not 
present at the signing of the treaty. Kevin Washburn, 
assistant secretary for Indian Affairs at the Department 
of Interior, says, “The annual distribution of the treaty 
cloth is a reflection of the importance of the Treaty  
of Canandaigua.” - Joan Reid 

Spring Is Here! 
Robins, geese and crocus are sending their annual 
promise. A season of new awakenings, and hope -trust 
in their wisdom. This Spring edition of the APHS 
Newsletter is themed majorly around the third floor of 
the Opera Block and our president’s editorial coupled 
with several photos. You may be hearing more about 

this in future newsletters as well as updates about The 
White Horse. Avon’s Historic Museum continues to 
gain in visitors and donated artifacts. Our next edition 
will include a list of artifacts and names of those who 
donated. A happy Spring from all of us to all of you. 
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From the Desk of Robert Westfall
Recently I was looking through some photos at the 

AP&HS and came across several taken around Avon circa 
1940’s-1950’s. I was saddened when I realized some of 
the wonderful, historic structures we’ve lost, especially 
the ones torn down in the name of progress. The Saint 
George Hotel, Woody’s, the beautiful old fire house, the 
old red house on East Main next to Peppermints. This 
reminds me how fortunate we were when the town 
decided to restore the old Opera Block and Stone Bank 
building. I was one of the ones involved in giving tours 
of the building prior to the second vote to approve after 
the first ended in tie. (Every vote counts, folks.) Every 
time I did, people would comment about the third floor, 
most not knowing what was there and the most heard 
comment was something along the lines of “Oh, they 
have to do something with this!” After several of our last 
few AP&HS programs, people have asked to see it and the 
reaction has been much the same. 

For those who don’t know, the third floor was originally 
built as an auditorium, with a stage, dressing rooms, 
large floor for dancing, meetings, traveling shows, 
political speeches and so forth. Back stage and in the 
dressing rooms many people would write their names, 
leave posters on programs and dates of events. There is 
so much history to be learned from these writings. With 
the dawning of the 20th century and the centralization 

of schools with their more modern auditoriums these 
Opera Block spaces were used less and less. Over the years 
it has fallen on hard times. It has been used for storage, 
roller skating and after the town purchased the building, 
water and roof damage was discovered. The roof has since 
been repaired and the space has been cleaned up, all the 
windows restored but nothing else. 

As current president of the AP&HS, one of the goals 
I set for this year was for us to get involved in restoring 
this space to former glories. Think of the possibilities. A 
community playhouse and an orchestra, a chorus, live 
music, town events not held outside, movies for seniors, 
youth events, and those are off the top of my head. 

Several local people have expressed interest in being 
part of this. At some point in the near future we would 
like to hold some kind of public meeting to come up with 
a plan, discuss ideas, pros and cons we can take to the 
powers that be. Be on the lookout for this. 

In closing I would like to dedicate this column to 
Peter Watson, who passed away recently. Peter was very 
interested in this project. I had several conversations 
with him and his enthusiasm was contagious. Not only 
did he want to be part of organizing, he wanted to roll up 
his sleeves and do some of the work. He will be missed.   

Imagine, the third 
floor was once a 

splendid community 
event hall…
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Rochester, NY 

Dear Friends, 

The Avon Preservation and Historical Society programs 
for 2015 began in January and are as follows. They are 
free, open to the public, and handicap accessible. We 
provide light refreshments at each event. 

Each program takes place at 23 Genesee Street, in the 
Avon Opera Block, second floor. 

•	 Sunday,	April	26,	2:00	pm Spas: Health & Relaxation 
in Historic Avon - Maureen Kingston, Avon Historian 

•	 Sunday,	 September	 13,	 2:00	 pm Genesee 
Valley Breeders Association: 100th Anniversary -  
Presenter TBA 

•	 Sunday,	October	18,	2:00	pm Avon Opera Block: 
Third Floor - Kelly Cole 

Come join us! 

Phone:	585-226-2425	x22
Email:	clefeberhayes@gmail.com

For a taste of Avon’s historic past, check out the APHS website at 
avonhistorical.org. To keep up with our events and see photos of Avon, 

follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/avonhistoricalsociety


