
Newsletter
www.avonhistorical.org Volume 22, No. 2 Summer 2010

Avon Preservation  
& Historical Society 

Postcard of High Acres

‘High Acres’: The Subdivision 
That Was Never Built 

Introduction by Carolyn Swanton

Charles J. Hayden was a well known chair and cabinet 
maker from State and Mill Sts. in Rochester. His curved 
wood frame design with a caned seat was very popular in 
its time and is prized by collectors today. Blake McKelvey 
(past city historian of Rochester) wrote in his Rochester on 
the Genesee “Several carriage and furniture manufacturers, 
including Charles J. Hayden, who paid the highest wages in 
town, acquired a reputation for their products and marketed 
some in distant cities.” (page 87). From an old Third Ward 
family, Charles J. Hayden Sr. was mayor of Rochester in 1855 
living at 107 S. Fitzhugh St. He was also President of the 
Board of Trustees for the State Industrial School in Rush, 
“for the care and instruction of vagrant children.” In 1898 
his son, Charles A. Hayden, built his home in Avon, hiring 
Rochester architect, Claude F. Bragdon. 

On Feb. 9, 1934 area papers reported: “Avon Landmark 
Razed by Flames.” The home had been purchased two 
years earlier by William W. Farnum who had done a 
few renovations. The boiler overheated in the minus 20 
degree frigid cold snap. Mrs. Farnum was having a phone 
conversation with Mrs. Henry Selden of Elm Place when her 
maid came to tell her of the fire at 8 AM. She immediately 

called the Fire Dept. but it was several minutes before the 
alarm could be sounded because that too was frozen. Years 
earlier the town had turned down the request for a fire 
hydrant for the new resident, so they had to lay hose from 
the Anderson House about 1400 feet away.

Former resident, Robb Bakemeier provided more 
information on this lovely spot in our town. 

“The High Acres Tract  
In Avon”

By Robb Bakemeier

A ten acre tract of land known as “High Acres” is located 
in Avon to the east of Genesee Street and south of Pine 
View Heights. The property became the estate of Rochester 
furniture manufacturer Charles A. Hayden in the 1890s. 
Hayden’s father (Charles J. Hayden) was mayor of Rochester 
in 1855-56, and founded the Hayden Furniture Company. 
The younger Hayden joined his father in the furniture 
business and in approximately 1898 built a Dutch Colonial 
house at the top of the winding lane running from Genesee 
Street through High Acres. In the very early 1920s, Hayden 
declared bankruptcy and died in a field near the house when 
his gun discharged as he apparently was crossing a fence.

After Hayden’s death, High Acres was purchased by the 
Farnums (William W. Farnum and Edna P. Farnum) and the 
Wheelers (William A. Wheeler and Gertrude H. Wheeler) 
in approximately 1922. William Farnum was the second 
generation pharmacist and owner of the Farnum Drug 
Store, located on Genesee Street in downtown Avon for 76 
years (from 1883 until 1959). William Wheeler was an Avon 
lawyer and Justice of the Peace, and was later a Livingston 
County Judge from 1928 to 1940. The original Farnum/
Wheeler business proposition was to subdivide High Acres 
into twelve lots according to a plan prepared by Alling 
Stephen DeForest, a Rochester landscape architect. Nearly a 
third of the tract was set aside for a large lot encompassing 
the former Hayden residence, its circular driveway, a barn, 
paddock, and back field, which became the Farnum home. 
A second large lot was established adjacent to a second 
circular driveway in the center of the tract. The Wheelers 
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built their own residence there in 1923, on the south side 
of the lane.

In addition to the Farnum and Wheeler residences, ten 
smaller lots of various shapes and sizes were laid out in 
the High Acres tract. A four-page 
brochure was distributed to offer 
the lots for sale, and to advertise 
the benefits of living in Avon in 
the 1920s: “Down in the beautiful 
valley of the Genesee River, about 
20 miles from Rochester, there 
lies a pretty village of comfortable 
homes where life is lived fully. 
Near enough Rochester for one 
to get the thrills of a great city, 
but far enough away to enjoy the 
hills, the valleys, the woods, the 
waters and all the other lure of 
God’s open country. This is Avon: famous for its milk farms, 
its hunts and its horse shows and rich in Indian lore and 
other traditions of days gone by.” The brochure featured 
pictures of Avon homes then-owned by other “Rochester 
families,” particularly the home of John E. Morey of the 
Rochester Times-Union (the former Asahel Wadsworth 
home, later owned by the Strasenburghs, and recently the 
White Oak Bed and Breakfast at 277 Genesee Street), the 

“Jane Brewster Residence” (the Hosmer-Brewster-Pierpont-
Browne-AnnisRose house at 104 East Main Street), the 
home of “Rochester Capitalist” Henry Pease (now known 
as “West Winds” at 40 Spring Street), and the home of C.L. 
Whiting, a Rochester automobile dealer (located at 200 

High Street).

The Farnum/Wheeler real estate 
venture did not prompt a building 
boom at High Acres, perhaps due 
to the challenging economy of the 
1920s and 1930s. Evidently no lots 
were sold. As a result, the Farnums 
and the Wheelers retained the 
entire tract for over three decades. 
On February 9, 1934, the Farnum 
residence (the c. 1898 Hayden 
house) burned to the ground when 
a chimney fire spread into the attic. 

The Rochester Times-Union’s front page ran a picture of 
the house under the heading “Avon Landmark Razed by 
Flames.” It was the coldest day ever recorded in the area, 
reaching a low of 22 degrees below zero (a record that still 
stands today). According to the newspaper accounts, “many 
of the firemen were unable to start their cars” due to the 
cold and “those who did arrive had their hands frozen.” 
The fire hoses also froze and thwarted efforts by the Avon 
Fire Department to save the house. However, the family 
escaped safely and the ground floor furniture was saved. The 
Farnums and their three young daughters (Nancy, Carol, 
and Cynthia) rebuilt on the original site, and the family 
moved into their new house on January 3, 1935. That house 
stands at the top of the lane today.

After retiring from the county court and the drug 
store, the Wheelers and Farnums built smaller homes at 
High Acres. In the 1950s, the Wheelers built a new house 
directly across the drive from their former home. In 1960, 
after selling the Farnum Drug Store, the Farnums built 
a house near the top of the drive. Other family members 
took residence in the first two houses built in the tract. 
But by 1987, all Wheelers, Farnums, and their relatives 
had departed High Acres after living there for almost 65 
years.

Sources: High Acres Marketing Brochure, c. 1922 (1922 
subdivision plan and advertising text); Rochester Times-
Union, February 12, 1934 (circumstances of fire); “Avon, 
Heart of the Genesee Country, “Made C. Preston, Sanders 
Publications, Avon, N. Y. 1976 (Judge Wheeler’s term on 
the bench); Rochester Democrat & Chronicle newspaper 
article by meteorologist Kevin Williams, February 3, 
2002 (record low temperature on February 9, 1934); 
Edna Paviour Farnum, Recorded Interview, November 7, 
1984 (circumstances of Hayden’s death); Robert Farnum 
Bakemeier, Personal Knowledge.

Alling S. DeForest, Landscape Architect
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In the People Who Never Get 
Enough Credit Category…

Everyone loves the ACS lunch ladies, even if they may 
sometimes grumble about the food. The servers were 
“Moms” waiting for us with daily smiles while reminding 
us to eat our vegetables. Bus drivers get to know children 
as well as teachers and amazingly manage to do their job 
with fifty or so back seat drivers! Thank you all for your 
part in our memories - To all past and present lunch ladies 
and bus drivers!

Avon Corn Festival Report
By Jean Batzing

The 24th Rotary Corn Festival was very special to the 
Avon Preservation and Historical Society. It was the first 
year the organization entertained in their new home at 23 
Genesee St. The AP&HS Tent in its usual location in front 
of the Central Presbyterian Church, was a convenient spot 
to also peruse Avon’s history.

The new book “History Restored” proved to be especially 
popular. Debbie Morrow, editor of the book, autographed 
for those purchasing one. The cover artist for the book, 
Deirdre Keating, was also on hand. An 8’ by 4’ panel on the 
history of the Opera Block, done by Virginia House, was 
a good reason for many to stop and take a long look how 
Avon’s history can be saved.

Mary Liz Stanton was in her usual spot at the tent selling 
Memberships and receiving $$$ for items and books sold. 
There were six renewal, and several new memberships. 
Memberships expire December 2010.

The Historical Society would like to thank all that visited 
the two areas, made purchases and especially to volunteers; 
setting up and taking down the tent, volunteering time to 
be in one of the AP&HS locations, and especially to the 
Rotarians for making the Corn Festival a great Community 
Event.

NOTICE: 
Docent Chairman and Docents 

needed, for AP & HS.  
No experience necessary, need not 

be a member of the board.

DOCENTS
As the Avon Historical & Preservation continues to grow, 

so also are our needs for volunteers/docents for the hours 
that the Historical Society is open. The hours are 2-4 pm 
on Thursday and Sunday. There is an orientation and also a 
checklist for you to follow. If you have any free time and are 
interested, please contact the Historical Society and become 
a new volunteer/docent. You can volunteer for one day a 
month or one day a week, or whatever fits your schedule. It 
is a fun and exciting way to learn more about the community 
in which you live, and to meet interesting people.

Staff at Avon High School - 1963

LEFT TO RIGHT: Mrs. Thew, Mrs. McKeown, Mrs. Goodberlet,  
Mrs. Wilbur, Mrs. McNinch, Mrs. Fusco. ABSENT: Mrs. Fincher and 
Miss Anderson.

FRONT ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: Mr. Kellen, Mr. Miller, Mr. Phillips, 
Mr. Farrell. SECOND ROW: Mr. Williams, Mr. Cook, Mr. McKeown, Mr. 
Ford. ABSENT: Mr. Linder and Mr. Finity.
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One Hundred Years Ago
What Made the Journal Kept by
Will Leighton, Avon Postmaster

July, 1910

20 Henry Pease drove his auto from the city line on 
Genesee St. to Canawagus is 33 minutes.

26 Farmers are threshing their largest wheat crop in 
years. 35-45 bushels per acre.

27 Frank Kellogg went to Rochester in the first trolley 
and brought back a Hudson roundabout.

28 Whitmore has a new Oakland touring car.

August

3 Frank Kellogg and G. D. Dooer were elected to the 
school board today.

5 A girl was born to the J. L. Westfall’s 
at  10PM today.

9 Danny McLaughlin died this morning.

10 Mr. Weed and Frank Kellogg went 
to Rochester on the #18 to see the 1911 
Cadillac.

September

5 Big Fireman’s Field Day & Parade - 
dinner at St. Agnes school.

6 Mr. Weed went to Rochester to get a 
new Cadillac.

I I They are preparing to build a new river 
bridge.

29 The steel girders are almost across for 
the new river bridge.

ACCESSIONING
We have received and accessioned nearly two hundred 

items that were donated thus far this year. They include 
military uniforms, books, photographs, toys, furniture, 
glassware, paintings, soldering irons and even some copper 
items that survived that devastating fire at the Avon Copper 
Shop. We are especially interested in items pertaining to 
the Erie Railroad and to the various fire departments that 
have been in Avon.

As we continue to build our collections, if you have any 
items that no longer hold your interest or that you do 
not have room for, please consider a donation to the Avon 
Historical and Preservation Society.

James Dooer & Chestnut.


