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200 Years  
of Continuous Fellowship  

at the  
First Presbyterian Church 

By Carolyn Swanton

The old brick church in East Avon, known as the First 
Presbyterian Church was placed on the National Register 
of Historic Places in 2005. It was organized in 1795 by  
Rev. Daniel Thatcher, who had been sent out as a missionary 
to this then wild region. In 1810 they reorganized as a 
Congregational Church and Rev. John Bliss was installed 
two years later as the first pastor in a partially built brick 
church. It remained Congregational for another twenty 
years although it had merged with the Presbyterians. 
March 23, 1844 the church by its own request became  
fully Presbyterian.

“In 1827 the church was completed and dedicated. In 
1836 the high round pulpit, reached by winding stairs, was 
let down about half way to the floor. In 1841 the church 
received its third steeple and pulpit. In 1845 the bell was 
procured - which had lost much of its voice by being struck 
too hard in the Civil War. In 1850 the park in front of the 
church was improved and the Parsonage built. In 1866 the 
church received its fourth steeple and pulpit and assumed 
its present comely appearance.” Grace Phillips Scott, page 
5-6 Pierson Reunion booklet 1929.

A subscription was started in 1870 and from this an organ 
was purchased from St. Michaels’ in Geneseo. Two of the 
stops had come from Trinity Church in NYC and were in 
1929 considered over 100 years old.

The name given credit for the building of this church 
was John Pearson who also built the tavern later known as 
The White Horse at East Avon at the same time. It was often 
remarked that no one knew if one business was intended to 
help the other, but it did draw people to the four comers of 
East Avon, making it for a time far more active than Avon. 
Pearson died in 1812 of the flu but his widow, Rebecca 
Waterous Hull, lived to be 96 years old. She married Colonel 
Samuel Blakeslee and “the tavern became known as John’s 

First Presbyterian Church of Avon, NY - Erected in 1812

Industry and Rebecca’s Economy.” page 7 ibid 

“I hope this community will keep this old church as it 
is ... Old style brings near to us the old traditions which 
grown more precious as the memories of our pioneers fade 
away. Keep this old church!” Grace pleaded.

One of East Avon’s early pioneers was John Pierson. His 
father, Joseph Pierson, built the home which is known 
today as the Taintor House. Built next to the tavern, it was 
given high praise for its style of architecture at this same 
time by Ms. Scott. The 1929 reunion itself was held in the 
home of Miss Louise Jenks, the great-granddaughter of 
Joseph Pierson, further east.
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Jolly Farmer; 
Then and Now 

By Carolyn Swanton

The name “The Jol ly 
Farmer” has been used since 
at least the early 1600’s in 
Britain. A roundabout on the 
London Road A30 is the most 
noted Jolly Farmer. It was also 
the name for one of Avon’s 
many lovely bed & breakfast 
homes.

Ever since the early days 
of Avon it has been a tourist 
haven. We enjoy a steady 
stream of visitors whether we 
are the actual destination, or 
when people are looking for 
a more comfortable rest stop 
along further destinations. 
Many people still prefer the 
straight route that 5&20 offers with no toll and our beautiful 
landscapes. Gone are the immense sanitariums but Avon 
still has many elegant homes where you are treated like 
family guests of a bygone era. Homes that were designed 
to house large families with live-in maids are plentiful in 
Avon. The housing of a maid was usually equipped with 
a double staircase for her mysterious activities and a 
bathroom in the basement. Carl F. Schmidt, western 
New York architect and historian, once remarked that 
“Society dictated that you have a maid, but not under 
any circumstances, let anyone see her!”

This postcard advertising “a real inn” and “antiques” from 
1935 is addressed to Mrs. Ward Detniles at Hyannis, MA on 
Cape Cod. She writes, “Enjoyed the Jolly Farmer, using your 
maps. Hyannis Thursday, Mary & Elizabeth”.

During the 1950’s it was run by Mary Jane and Bill 
Nelligan, who also ran a small lapidary shop out front that 
for one year was the Elrond Gift Shop. Many will remember 

Mrs. Nelligan from working at the school.

Today The Jolly Farmer is an assisted living home for 
mentally challenged adults and their workers. Our very 
quiet neighbor, which is today referred to as the East Avon 
Nursing Home is one of several service projects for the 
Avon Lioness Club. The Easter Egg Hunt is a special day 
for both groups.

“A Real Inn” - 5243 East Main Street
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In the 1950’s
Ever wonder about the changes in our economy and why 

two can’t live on one salary anymore? This is the way my 
parents and their friends had parties; someone’s unfinished 
unheated basement, folding chairs (probably saved up with 
green stamps), a few crepe paper streamers, and some “cool” 

Having fun in the 1950’s.

LP’s. This Halloween Party was a Central Presbyterian 
Circle of friends; from L to R: Irene Swanton, Mrs. Charlie 
Moran, Ruth Clark with her arm around husband, Bob Clark 
“Chevrolet”, Wally and Belle Whipple, Charlie Moran. In the 
back: Walter Swanton, John & Mary Kay Gott with Bud and 
Cyrilla Miller in their home on Temple Street.

And the way that teens had 
fun a few years before!  

Attention Teenagers! Swing Club to Start 
Meetings Saturday At Library

A greatly needed recreation for the teenagers of Avon, 
which has been dormant for several years, will be resumed 
when the Swing Club under the guidance of the Avon Book 
Club starts Saturday evening, October 11 in the Social Room 
of the Avon Free Library

Mrs. Henry Selden, having been approached by several 
students of Avon Central School, has given the consent of 
the Library Association and the chaperonage will be under 
the care of Mrs. Lovette West and Mrs. Milton Lewis (town 
librarian). Although the club has not organized its rules and 
regulations, officers have been elected as follows: President, 
Ann Holler, Vice-President, James Settle, Secretary, Harriet 
Holler and Treasurer, John Krick. The committee included 
Betty Curry, Dolores Holdridge, Martha Moran, Bob Hite, 
Jack Strong, Jack Hilliard, and Don Thomasson. Admission 

has been set at 25 cents (No limos needed then either) 
From the October 9, 1947 Avon Herald News (The same 
year Frances Grow from Avon made news by crossing the 
country by bicycle!

1927 Pals: A. MacLeod, Jack Westfall,  
R. “Bricky” Bardin, and Howard McNinch
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From the Mail…
Dr. Richard Collins added a note to our last issue’s article 

which mentioned Dr. Parry’s fountain. He recalled when his 
brother, Chuck, broke his arm playing on the “attractive 
nuisance” in the park (which may explain why it was moved 
to the Avon Inn). The interruption of his father’s medical 
practice on East Main St. to tell him the grim news was 
not an easy thing for young Richard to do, as anyone can 
imagine. ***** Congratulations to the Avondale Tavern for 
100 Years of business! ***** Anyone with any historical 
references for this business, please share them with us.

Leicester Town Historian Tom Roffe has been given a 
state archives grant to do research on the Craig Colony for 
Epileptics in Sonyea as reported in a special to the Livingston 
County News. “In the late 1800s the living conditions and 
treatment for the afflicted were deplorable. Through the 
compassionate vision of William Prior Letchworth, the 
progressive Craig Colony facility was established. The 
facility was also important for the economic opportunities 
it provided for the workers.” Roffe will be grateful to talk 
with anyone who can provide information to further his 
understanding of the Craig Colony. He can be reached at 
(585) 382-3234.

Also, we are still trying to locate the large cottonwood 
tree in Ashantee that should be easy to spot as it was the 
largest tree of its type in New York in the 1970’s. Did it get 
cut down? Anyone with information on this tree, please 
call 226-9424. 

Thank you, Editor

Membership
It is easier than ever to renew or start a membership 

with the Avon Preservation & Historical Society. Sharon 
Knight at the Town Office on Genesee Street in the Opera 

Block is our new Membership Chairman! Our memberships 
are criminally low starting at $5 for 5 newsletters and 
notifications along with being a part of this new chapter 
in our town.

One Hundred Years Ago
What Made the Journal kept by Will Leighton, Avon 

Postmaster

January, 1910
3 - Mrs. Anna Brayton died in Rochester yesterday and 

her body was brought to Mrs. E. G. Sackett.

February
9 - Governor Hoch of Kansas gave a fine lecture at the 

High School

12 - Judge Nash says it is the heaviest snowfall since 
1855 (18 inches)

23 - Trains are snowed in on the Attica branch and 
between here and Wayland.

26 - There is a balance of $2,766.55 in the village treasury, 
$2,423.96 in the water fund.

28 - At the Democratic Caucus P. J. Hanifin nominated 
for the president of the village, W. J. Leighton, Trustee, J. 
L. Westfall, Treasurer and Jon. Shantz Collector and F. A. 
Stephenson, Assessor.

March
3 - Water on the east side of the river bridge as far as the 

Browne house (now the last house before the bridge).

9 - McLaughlin’s have a new house.

30 - Van Zandt Co. minstrel show at the Opera House.


