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Photo of Wiard Monument in East Avon Cemetery

Zinc Grave Markers 
by Carolyn Swanton

Lambs, symbols of meekness and 
innocence, usually designated 
children; while anchors, sheaves 
of wheat and the crown on the 
cross were among those for 
reverent adults. A tree with its 
limbs cut, urns, columns and 
obelisks have also been favorites 
throughout the ages.

Earlier monuments were 
plain, with little ornamentation 
excluding weeping willows, 
which were acceptable along 
with skulls with wings and other 
deathly images. Script was often 
hard to read and many have 
weathered beyond recognition.

Zinc gravestones could 
be  purchased  through  a 
Montgomery Ward Catalog by 
the 1880’s and have it delivered! 
It was considered cheaper by 
some, but was ultimately the 
wisest decision. Monuments 
were designed to be viewed 
and read by all who came after 
the deceased. Because so many 
families visited cemeteries during 

the Victorian times, it was considered highly important to 
have your family’s name recorded in the silent, but active 
community in town.

Anyone tracing genealogy will find cemetery records 
invaluable. It is one of the only places that a woman’s 
maiden name appears and cemetery records usually lists the 
cause of death. (For more about the Wiard Manufacturing, 
see AP & HS newsletter Sept. 2003.)

Memorial Issue 2010

Ornamental white bronze or 
zinc castings were produced in 
only a few foundries and just 
for a short time in America. 
In fact, most castings came 
from the Monumental Bronze 
Company of Bridgeport, CT 
from between 1874 to 1914 
as researched by enthusiast, 
D o n a l d  H a l l ,  D i r e c t o r 
Emeritus of the Strasenburgh 
Planetarium, and a fellow 
former Board member of 
the Friends of Mount Hope 
Cemetery in Rochester.

Zinc’s durability, especially 
when exposed to the weather 
made it particularly desirable 
for use in outdoor statuary and 
monuments. White bronze is 
not an alloy, but a refined zinc 
of almost absolute purity, and 
weathers to a light blue-grey in 
color. When zinc is exposed to 
air it quickly becomes covered 
with a thin layer. This hard, 
enamel like coating of oxide, 
prevents further oxidation, 
ideal for longevity. However, as Don Hall noted, “It was a 
good idea that never caught on.”

The castings were highly adaptable, just as cast iron was in 
architecture. Perfect for eclectic artists, as any motif could be 
expressed, which was highly important to Victorians. Many 
books have been written about Victorian Symbolism. People 
knowledgeable about Scripture incorporated references 
into stone through visuals rather than direct quotes. 
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Editor’s Note
by Carolyn Swanton

The Board received an eloquently written letter from 
Mr. Sim Sutterby of Orlando, FL, and formerly of Avon, 
NY regarding an article in the last issue. So, I would like to 
clarify the editorial “Political Correctness” which brought 
up for discussion the Confederate flag currently hanging 
in our exhibition hall.

Having worked with six historical establishments/
museums along the east coast in Florida, Georgia and in 
New York State, I noted that Georgia was the only other 
place I saw a confederate flag and they were all authentic. 
The real stitching with the blood, sweat and tears of any 
American soldier is surely an artifact. Mr. Sutterby correctly 
wrote, “The Confederate battle flag is a proud symbol for 
Southern American resistance to Federal and foreign 
domination.” Sim also pointed out that many northerners 
had slaves or indentured servants at one time, as at the time 
of our colonization, it was still customary.

Like most people I had relatives on both sides of the 
war, but our Soldiers Monument in Avon’s park circle is 
only for local heroes. Here is where we engaged in setting 
slaves free via the underground railroad and that would be 
a far more accurate message to convey to the public about 
our town’s heritage, than a shiny new replica from another 
part of the country. Our park monument dates to the winter 
of 1865 when “patriotic citizens formed an association of 
which Calvin Knowles was President. Through the efforts 
of an address delivered by W. C. Hosmer in Marsh’s Hall, a 
concert in the Methodist Church and entertainment by the 
ladies of Avon, the amount was raised to start their tribute.” 
Given our very limited display space, and considering that 
there are many people who find new confederate flags 
offensive, is this really the best use of our space? That was 
the question.

Coyne Farms Takes Top NY State Award!

Postcard of the Soldiers Monument in Avon

Please understand that I am the only one responsible 
for the opinions in this article. It is well known that others 
disagree with me on the Board.

The January 20, 2011 Livingston County News reported 
that an Avon business had been awarded this honor. “The 
Business of the Year award recognizes quality, innovation, 
industry, leadership, community advocacy, and continued 
development… Irish immigrant Malachy Coyne purchased  
a 192 acre farm for his family in 1922.  Starting with 20  
cows milked by hand, the farm is now being operated 
by a fourth generation of Coynes in Avon.” Their “Dairy 
of Distinction” located on Routes 5 & 20 in East Avon 
occupies the historic lands of the pioneering Pierson family 
and is still making history with its innovative manure 
management program of “Worm Power.”

It should also be noted that “1500 acres of their farmland 
has been placed under contract with NYS to be permanently 

protected and exclusively available for farming forever.” 
Congratulations to the Richard and Jeanne (Sutterby) 
Coyne family!
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Boyd & Parker
“Sullivan’s massacre” was to the Iroquois like Sherman’s 

“march to the sea” was to the Confederacy. Sullivan’s 
soldiers wrote in their diaries about skinning the dead 
natives to make leather stockings.”* When those proud 
braves found their desecrated family members, they vowed a 
painful revenge. When a few remaining Seneca came across 
two of Sullivan’s scouts, Boyd & Parker, in Cuylerville, they 
held the two accountable for various deeds at the famed 
“Torture Tree,” now a fenced state park.

As if torture wasn’t enough of an uneasy rest for the two 
men, their remains (hopelessly mixed together) were dug up 
many years later to be reentered in Mount Hope Cemetery 
in Rochester. During the formal ceremony it began to pour 
a heavy rain, so people dropped what they were doing and 
ran for cover. Upon returned they discovered that dogs had 
gotten into the box of bones and spread them around the 
hilly 300 acre burial ground. The military gathered what 
they could identify, and they are at rest now.

The water remains… To be continued.

One Hundred Years Ago  
What Made the Journal  
Kept by Will Leighton,  

Avon Postmaster

January, 1911

19 William van Zandt died about 9pm aged 83.

February

8 Frank Kellogg attended the auto show in Buffalo

15 Twenty inches of snow on the ground.

March

23 Charles Vaniterson was found dead in Macabee Hall 
this A.M. He had committed suicide by taking carbonic 
acid.

27 Mrs. John T. Marshall died this A.M.

Avon’s Spas
PART I - Canawaugus “Stinking Waters” 

by Carolyn Swanton

“First there was the water”
The Iroquois Trail was a footpath that ran through 

forests, over hills, streams and rivers, between what are 
now the cities of Albany and Buffalo in New York State. It 
was seen as the center aisle down the Great Longhouse of 
the Iroquois League Nation. The path was wide enough for 
one person, a foot deep in some places, beaten down by so 
many runners. The trail connected the Five Nations. The 
Iroquois were famous runners and a good messenger could 
travel 50 miles in a day. They ran, not only for important 
messages, but to visit relatives and bring things back from 
marketplaces.

A major Seneca settlement, Canawaugus was discussed in 
the Spring, 2008 AP&HS issue. The Avon Downs park and 
race track occupies the land (at the end of Spring Street) 
opposite Handsome Lake from where the native village 
stood. These stinking waters were revered by the Seneca, 
who were wise enough to know their healing powers and 
tried in vain to keep possession of the treasured water.

Suddenly the Iroquois were faced with the dire problem 
of whom would they trust in this wave of white men: those 
trying to take their land or those promising to help them, the 
English? They trusted the King’s army and gave them crops 
and refuge for their troops, but were not so easily talked 
out of their land. It is easy to understand now why it was 
so hard to defeat these well trained hunters and gatherers 
who knew this region so well. When British soldiers learned 
that it was not going to be by their wit that they would take 
the Iroquois’ land, they outnumbered them.

“Looking back at the lost paradise, the beaten Seneca 
saw in the sky that hazy early September of 1779 the smoke 
come out of their burning villages. From Kanadesaga 
(Geneva) to Kanandaigua (Canandaigua) to Little Beard’s 
Town (Cuylerville) all were reduced to ashes. George 
Washington’s “Red Menace” problem had been solved.

Tomahawks and Old Lace (Arch Merrill 1948) P 10

House Plaques
The plaque is a metal oval, about 10 inches wide, with the construction year of 

your home and the words “Avon Historical Society” printed in gold.

The plaque is available for $75. For further information or the necessary forms, 
contact: James Brewer, 14 Nune Park, Avon, NY 14414. Phone 226-2729.

Remember, these plaques make nice gifts. A plaque can be ordered for any 
home regardless of age.
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Memorial Page - 2010
Welch, Jane (Mrs. Daniel) - AP&HS

Wilfeard, Kenneth E.

Photo of the “Snyder Sisters” taken at the Avon Bicentennial with  
Tom Moran. Left to right:  Betty Neubeck, Suzie (Charles) Connor,  

Patty (Ted) Tubbs, Dorothy Snyder (Mrs. Donald) and  
Connie (Mrs. Frank) Snyder. Missing: Judy Snyder.

Batzel, Carole nee O’Dea,

Buske, James A.

Collins III, George

D’ Angelo, Gladys (Mrs. Philip) nee Cole

D’ Angelo, Sam - Last person to own and operate the 
Avon Macaroni Comp.

Dioguardi, John S. - (Jan. 6) U. S. Air Force, Veteran of 
the Korean War, past commander of the American Legion 
in Avon.

Fusco, Rose

Greer, Ruby (Mrs. Robert) nee Orman

Greer, Thomas 

LaGeorge, Joseph - WWlI Navy Veteran.

Landon, Glenn - Insurance Co.

Mulvaney, William - Former mayor of Avon, 
barber extraordinaire.

Pusateri, Frank - From Cerda, Sicily in 1922, 
U.S. Army Vet, U. S. Mail System, later operated 
the Cottonwood Inn at Conesus Lake, American 
Legion.

Pusateri, Josephine “Pep”

Quinlain, Kevin P. - former mayor, proprietor 
of Mobil gas station in town.

Schweitzer, Rob - Lions Club

Webb, Beverly (nee Mastin)


