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Fall 2011 Programs
APHS held a fascinating program October 23rd 

presented by Lynn Belluscio, Curator of The LeRoy 
House, LeRoy, New York.

Lynn described a large painting of Henry Clay, the 
“Great Compromiser.” The painting, like so many old 
things, was among their archives and debate often 
ensued about the need for keeping it. Through Lynn’s 
efforts, the painting was saved and eventually went to 
Washington. This proved important as the painting of 
Henry Clay also included the early Senate Chambers. A 
DVD showed the restoration of Phineas Stauton’s 1865 
7' by 11' painting, which now hangs on the stairway 
wall of the Senate Office Building. The December 2009 
“Smithsonian” Magazine featured a four page article 
entitled “The Rescue of Henry Clay”.

On Nov. 13th, Mr. Christopher Bensch, Vice President  
for collections at The Strong International Museum of 
Play lectured on “Those Amazing Toys.”

*NOTE: The APHS solicits individuals to present on 
topics such as those described above usually four times 
yearly - all are held on the second floor of the Opera 
Block at 2:00pm on Sunday afternoons. We would 
welcome more guests in attendance. We invite you to 
come for an hour to enjoy these programs with us and 
partake of refreshments and good camaraderie.  Please 
look for our posters around town and in the Genesee 
Valley Penny Saver. (Also, we would appreciate hearing 
from you about programs times and topics.)

Recently Acquired Artifacts
APHS has received four polo mallets from the Greer 

Family. As late as the 1950’s, Polo was played regularly 
on River Street across from The Robert Greer Farm.

Genesee Valley polo players: left to right:  
Robert Greer, Bill Bailey, Van Knight, Lew Bailey, 
Don Yull, Bob Davidson, Jack Ryan, Chic Kelley. 

Circa 1950-1955.

Hear Ye! Hear Ye!
APHS invites you  

to come join us  
as we ring in the  

New Year!
Sunday, January 29, 2012

1:30pm in the afternoon
for our 2012 

Winter Program:
“The Erie Railroad”

Avon Opera Block
2nd Floor

Genesee Street, Avon

Refreshments will be served
A brief Annual Meeting  

will be held following
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Suggestions Needed!!!!
A number of years ago the APHS was gifted with a lovely old sleigh, but 

sadly in need of extensive repair. In addition there is a conundrum in owning 
this sleigh as it is a funeral sleigh! At least once every year the sleigh is placed 
for discussion under the Board’s “old business” agenda!

ALL suggestions are welcomed. Please e-mail us any and all thoughts!

April 8, 1863 Pg. 2 Col. 6
136th N. Y. V.

Camp near Stafford C. H., Va., April 1st, 1863

no time to quarrel over politics for we cannot afford it. 
We need all the energies of the country to drive on the 
war. We have faith and confidence in the President, and 
I only wonder he has done as well as he has. Our last 
Congress, too, in the passage of the conscription act, 
did just the thing they ought to have done. -The effect 
of that act alone has inspired us with more confidence 
than anything besides could have done. We no longer 
argue the question whether or not we are to conquer 
the Rebellion, and no one of us now anxiously inquires 
“can it be done?” Instead of that we hear, “how soon 
can we subdue the South?” In the army the idea of 
compromise is obsolete.

Appearances indicate that very soon an advance will 
be made. We have received marching orders, -that is 
to have everything ready to march at an hour’s notice. 
Where we shall go or in what direction, I will not hazard 
an opinion; we know as little of where we are to go, 
as you at home do. Gen. Hooker has the confidence, 
I believe, of every man under him, and I hope the 
North, too. He has seen that his soldiers are well fed 
and clothed. Many things have been changed for the 
better, and we are today in far better condition and more 
effective than ever before. The 136th is in good spirits 
and well officered. The “Holiday Officers” who came out 
with the Regiment have resigned and gone home, and 
their places are filled by men who volunteered to fight. 
Somehow we haven’t a very high opinion of men who 
get commissions and soldier it three or four months; 
and then when they think there is danger of a fight, 
resign. It may be all right, but we can’t see it.

L.O.S.
Lt. Orange Sackett 
of Avon, New York

Editor Mirror:- The first of April has come and the 
Army of the Potomac still remains quiet. No attempt 
to advance has been made, notwithstanding the daily 
papers have published several times that the army of 
the Potomac was on the point of moving. By the way, is 
it not rather strange that army correspondents of New 
York City, and other papers, should know so much more 
of our anticipated movements than do our Major and 
Brigadier Generals. 

March has been very cold and stormy; night before 
last, and yesterday we had a regular New York “sugar 
snow,” a few days of bright sunshine which must soon 
come, will dry up the mud, and then “forward” goes the 
army. Are you at the North getting impatient because 
we do not advance comfort yourself with the assurance 
that while we have been lying in camp, the time has 
not been lost; for you cannot conceive how much in 
the last two months we have gained. Our army is now 
in a perfect state of organization, the soldiers are in the 
best of spirits, the health of the army is good, and all 
manifest a spirit of determination to stand by the “old 
flag,” and to do their utmost to crush out this infernal 
rebellion. We are as much pleased with the aspect of 
public feeling at the North, as we are with the condition 
of the army; and here let me say, the army will reflect 
every phase of Northern public sentiment. If a home you 
are a divided people for the vigorous prosecution of the 
war, we shall be here. But if you present an undivided 
front and say the rebellion shall be crushed, you inspirit 
every man in the army, and you almost make a brave 
man of a coward. The time with us has gone by, when 
we ask of a man what his political principles are, we 
care not whether he be Democrat or Republican if his 
acts prove him a firm supporter of the old flag; that is 
the only question we care to have a man answer. -It is 

Civil War 150th Year Commemoration: 1861 - 2011 
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- St. Agnes Church, Avon, Rosary Society Cookbook, 1963

DATE AND NUT BREAD

EAT, DRINK AND BE MERRY!
PLEASE send us any early Avon family recipes you may have which have been passed down in your family 

through the years!) Below, are this issue’s selections:

1-1/2 cups boiling water
1 cup chopped dates
3/4 cup granulated sugar
1 egg, beaten
2-1/4 cups s i f ted a l l 

purpose flour

1/2 tsp. salt
2 tsp. baking soda
1 cup chopped walnuts
1 tbsp. melted shortening
1 tsp. vanilla
1/4 tsp. baking powder

Pour the boiling water over the dates and let stand 
10 minutes. Meanwhile add the sugar gradually to the 
egg, beating continuously. Sift together the flour, baking 
powder, salt and soda and stir nuts into them. Add 
date mixture, alternating with sifted dry ingredients to 
the sugar and egg mixture. Stir in the shortening and 
vanilla and pour into greased loaf pans. Bake in oven 
350 degrees until done.

B. Mulvaney

HOLIDAY PUNCH
1 cup water
2 cups cranberry juice 
3/4 cup lemon juice
1 cup pineapple juice

1/2 cup sugar
6 whole cloves
1 cup orange juice 
1 pint ginger ale

Mix well and chill before serving.
Phyllis Light

1 qt. fresh raspberries

1 qt. inexpensive whiskey

3 c. sugar 

3 c. water

Dissolve sugar in water and bring to a simmer. Cool 
completely. Put raspberries into a clean gallon jug. 
Pour whiskey and syrup over berries. Cover loosely for 
3 months. Strain, filter and bottle. Raspberries are good 
served over ice cream.

Hank Druschel

CHINESE NEW YEAR COOKIES
1 (6.oz.) pkg. Nestle’s semisweet chocolate bits

1 (6.oz.) pkg. Nestle’s butterscotch bits 

1 (3-oz.) can Chinese noodles 

1 (7-oz.) can salted cocktail peanuts

Melt chocolate and butterscotch pieces together 
thoroughly. Remove from heat and stir in Chinese 
noodles and peanuts. Drop from teaspoon onto waxed 
paper. Allow to firm up before storing.

Bernie Wheeler

Another Civil War Mascot:  
Jack the Turkey

Tad Lincoln, the youngest son of President Abraham 
and Mary Todd Lincoln, was notorious for his White 
House antics. Following the death of his brother Willie, 
Tad was very much on his own. His father was busy with 
the war and his mother, desolate, locked herself away 
from the world.

During those trying days, Tad discovered a new friend. 
It was a turkey that had been given to the White House. 
He became Tad’s special pet and was named “Jack.”

When Tad learned that Jack was going to be Christmas 
dinner, he ran crying to his father. After explaining 
his dilemma to the President, Jack was given a special 
wartime pardon. Jack’s life was spared and he spent the 

remainder of his days at the White House roaming the 
grounds.

This was actually the first Presidential pardon of 
a turkey in the White House. The next one occurred 
during the Truman administration, starting the annual 
tradition of pardoning the White House Thanksgiving 
turkey.

From Civil War Mascots and Pets: Stories of Man’s Best Friend and Other 
Faithful Companions by B. L. Atkins, Illustrated by S.A. Costanzo. Pub. Critter 
Company/Gettysburg. 2004.

Two Hundred Years Ago: 1812 
Construction of the White Horse Tavern begun by 

John Pierson. After his death it was finished by Benjamin 
Pierson.

- Henry Selden, Elm Place, Avon

- Zion Eipscopal Church, Avon, Centennial Cookbook, 1992

RASPBERRY LIQUOR 
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AVON PRESERVATION AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
23 Genesee Street • Avon, New York 14414

Name: ____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

City, State, Zip: _____________________________

Telephone: (           ) _________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________

Indicate desired membership level
(    ) Individual $10 (    ) Business $30

(    ) Family $20  (    ) Donation

Please make check payable to AP&HS

May we contact you to volunteer?
(    ) Yes  (    ) No

Phone: 585-226-2425 x22
Email: SKnight.aphs@gmail.com

Museum Hours: Thursday, 2-4 • Sunday, 2-4,  
Or by appointment.
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Permit #7

Avon Preservation and 
Historical Society 
Avon Town Hall
27 Genesee Street 
Avon, New York 14414

Address Service Requested

AP&HS Board of Trustees 2012

Richard Burke 
President Retiring 

Robert Westfall 
Vice President

Tom Bartolini 
Treasurer

Joan Reid 
Curator

Jean Batzing
Geri Brewer
James Brewer
Dana Collins
John DuBois
James Gerace
Carol Hayes
Dr. Robert Hayes
Sharon Knight
Mary Lou Miller
Pat Moran
Clara Watson

*If you know of a friend or relative who  
wants a 2012-13 membership, the form below  

can be cut out and used. 
 (One perk is that they will receive the newsletter!)

1912 - A Few Reasons Why You  
Should Locate in Avon, N. Y.

Because Avon is unsurpassed for either residential 
or manufacturing purposes. 

Because Avon has beautiful shaded and improved 
streets.

Because Avon has an excellent municipal water 
system and Niagara electric power. 

Because Avon has an adequate sewer system and 
disposal plant.

Because Avon has thirty-five daily passenger trains 
to and from Rochester.

Because Avon has several first class hotels and 
boarding houses.

Because Avon has a low tax rate with all the 
improvements of a large city. 

Because Avon has two fine schools, four churches, 
and an excellent state bank. 

Because Avon is one of the most healthy and 
thriving villages in New York State. 

Because Avon is the center of the famous Genesee 
Valley, the richest farming community in New York 
State. 

For further particulars address,
Secretary Avon Board of Trade, Avon, N. Y.

One Hundred Years Ago…


